MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN
REGULAR SESSION
APRIL 14, 2026

Public Hearing

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of Authorizing a
Donation to the Newport Main Street Program. There was no one to comment.

Consideration of Authorizing a Donation to the Isaiah House. There was no one to
comment.

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing.

April 14, 2026

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall
Council Chambers on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session.

Alderman Randy Ragan led the invocation. Alderman Mike Hansel led the Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

The following officials were present: Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie
Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, City
Administrator James Finchum and City Attorney Terry Hurst.

The following officials were not present: Alderman Steve Smith.

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum.

Minutes

March 10, 2026 Regular Session

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, for minutes of the
March 10, 2026 Regular Session to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Communications from the City Administrator

City Administrator James Finchum reported Finance Director Tina Matthews had
contacted the bank about a city’s bank account being hacked. Whoever did this did was not able
to withdrawal much out of this account.

FEMA will pay the city $616,980.76 for everything except the Police Department. The
city is still waiting for our insurance to make a decision before they pay anything to the police
department.

The budget for fiscal year 2026-27 was handed out to city council for their review. This
budget is not balanced. Mr. Finchum has asked department directors to hold any extra spending.

Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees

Re-Appointment to the Equalization Board — Angela Huskey

Consideration of Re-Appointment to the Equalization Board — Angela Huskey.
Mayor Dykes re-appointed Ms. Huskey to the Equalization Board for another term.

Old Business

Authorizing a Donation to the Newport Main Street Program

Consideration of Authorizing a Donation to the Newport Main Street Program.
Community Director Gary Carver reported to City Council this would fund Main Street for
promotions and events. The budget amendment will be on next month’s agenda for this
donation.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve
Authorizing a Donation to the Newport Main Street Program in the amount of $43,600.

Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Authorizing a Donation to the Isaiah House

Consideration of Authorizing a Donation to the Isaiah House. City Council agreed to
donate $2,000 to the Isaiah House. The budget amendment will be on next month’s agenda for
this donation.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Authorizing a Donation to the Isaiah House in the amount of $2,000.
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Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
New Business

Discussion of Annual Audit

Discussion of Annual Audit. Frank McDaniels reported a clean audit with no findings
for the annual audit for the City of Newport.

Resolution #2026-06 Hiring Professional Services for a Stormwater Mitigation Project

Consideration of Resolution #2026-06 Hiring Professional Services for a Stormwater
Mitigation Project. This agreement authorizes Barge Design Solutions to perform a supplemental
stormwater study on the Richland Park area, specifically targeting Smith Street. The study will
provide data regarding the watershed from the area that specifically ends up on Smith Street and
recommend strategies to mitigate future flooding in that neighborhood. This study was budgeted
at $19,000 last year during the budget process for this fiscal year. The updated scope of work for
the study will now be $19,900 as costs have risen on just about everything in the last 12 months.

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve Resolution
#2026-06 Hiring Barge Design Solutions for Professional Services for a Stormwater Mitigation
Project with the increase of $19,900.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2026-07 TN Museum America 250 Anniversary Grant

Consideration of Resolution #2026-07 TN Museum America 250 Anniversary Grant.
Newport Main Street and C5 collaborated on a proposal to the Tennessee State Museum for
funds that would pay for an event to celebrate the 250™ anniversary of the founding of the United
States. The proposal is for an event downtown (date unsettled yet) on or near July 4 with
multiple facets and activities for people to attend and participate in. The money is a
reimbursement style grant and is zero match.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Resolution #2026-07 TN Museum America 250 Anniversary Grant.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Newport Main Street Association to Host Bloom Fest

Consideration of Newport Main Street Association to Host Bloom Fest. The Newport
Main Street Association (with partners Newport Farmers Market, East TN Artscapes, C5, and
our local downtown businesses and artisans) is requesting approval for the Downtown Bloom
Festival. This is a new event intended to take advantage of the growth and renewal of spring and
celebrate that with our downtown business partners. The attached letter is the formal request.
Also attached are several pages of event notes which provide a breakdown of the facets of the
Bloom Fest that are planned and most of them confirmed and locked in with everything being
completely scheduled over the next few weeks.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Newport Main Street Association to Host Bloom Fest.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

2026 Systemwide Plan Update

Consideration of 2026 Systemwide Plan Update. The 10-year plan was renamed to
Systemwide plan. This is part of the requirements for the LPRF grant.

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2026
Systemwide Plan Update.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Authorization of Additional Grant Funding for LPRF

Consideration of Authorization of Additional Grant Funding for LPRF. If selected for
this grant, the city’s cash portion of the match for the LPRF grant would be covered up to
approximately $310,000.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Authorization of Additional Grant Funding for LPRF.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye
All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
Bids

Dehumidification System at the Community Center




Consideration of Bids for Dehumidification System at the Community Center. There was
only one bid from Humphries Heat & Air in the amount of $249,880.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Vice Mayor Ball to approve the Bid for
Dehumidification System at the Community Center from Humphries Heat & Air in the amount
of $249,880.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Fire Hose for the Newport Fire Department

Consideration of Bids for Fire Hose for the Newport Fire Department. The purchase will
include ten 100-foot sections of 5-inch hose, twelve 50-foot sections of 1.75-inch hose, and eight
50-foot sections of 3-inch hose. The only bid was a Sourcewell bid from Municipal Emergency
Services for a total amount of $13,950.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan to approve the Bid
from Sourcewell bid from Municipal Emergency Services for a total amount of $13,950 for Fire
Hose for the Newport Fire Department.

Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Air Paks and Supplies for the Newport Fire Department

Consideration of Bids for Air Paks and Supplies for the Newport Fire Department. The
purchase for three Scott Air-Paks, six bottles, and three facepieces from Sourcewell Municipal
Emergency Services in the total amount of $35,292.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger to approve the Bid
for Air Paks and Supplies for the Newport Fire Department from Sourcewell Municipal

Emergency Services in the total amount of $35,292.

Roll Call



Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Cages for Animal Control

Consideration of Bids for Cages for Animal Control. This is to purchase three Shoreline
Stainless Stell Cages and three mobile platforms. There was only one bid from MWI Animal
Health in the total amount of $14,710.10.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball to approve the Bid
for Cages for Animal Control from MWI Animal Health in the total amount of $14,710.10.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Citizens Comments

Kim Gregg reported she is working on a project for veterans in Cocke County to put up
American flags and poles in their yards. This will include the labor of the poles. Ms. Gregg is
asking for help getting the information and finding as many veterans as possible. This is a grant
she is applying for in the amount of $50,000

Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion
was made by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Hansel adjourned the meeting.

Mayor Roland Dykes, III

James Finchum, City Administrator
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