
1 
 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 

REGULAR SESSION 

APRIL 8, 2025 
 

 

April 8, 2025 

 

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall 

Council Chambers on Tuesday, April 8, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session. 

 

 Alderman Ragan led the invocation.  Alderwoman Ottinger led the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

The following officials were present:  Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Alderman Mike Hansel, 

Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, Alderman Steve Smith, City Attorney 

Terry Hurst, and City Administrator James Finchum. 

 

The following officials were not present: Vice Mayor Connie Ball. 

 

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum. 

 

Minutes 

 

March 11, 2025 Regular Session  

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the 

March 11, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Communications from the City Administrator  

 

City Administrator James Finchum told the board that the proposed fiscal year budget for 

2025-2026 was handed out at tonight’s meeting.  This will be on the May agenda.  

Mr. Finchum reported on a sewer issue at the city hall and Tanner Building.  Newport 

Utilities has looked at the city hall issue and cannot fix it.  This means we need to be dug up to 

solve the problem.  

Finance Director Tina Matthews reported the audit will be late this year due to Newport 

Grammar School.  Newport Grammar’s budget amendments did not match their budget in their 

ledger.  Auditor Haley Slagle has contacted the comptroller’s office to ask for an extension.  This 
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is the second year in a row that Newport Grammar School has had this problem per Mr. 

Finchum. 

 City Attorney Terry Hurst announced the CCHS baseball team will honor Mayor Dykes 

at their first game by letting Mayor Dykes throw the first pitch.  The CCHS softball team will be 

honoring the first responders at their first game by letting Police Chief Lamb and Fire Chief 

Shelton pitch at their game.   

 

New Business  

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-04 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-04 Budget Amendment for the City of 

Newport.  

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-04 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-05 Rezoning Property on West Highway 25/70 from 

Agricultural to Commercial 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-05 Rezoning Property on West 

Highway 25/70 from Agricultural to Commercial.  

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Smith, to approve 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-05 Rezoning Property on West Highway 25/70 from Agricultural to 

Commercial. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-06 Amending the City of Newport’s Zoning Ordinance, 

Chapter 5, Section 501 to Add the New Section “Overlay Districts” 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-06 Amending the City of Newport’s 

Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 5, Section 501 to Add the New Section “Overlay Districts”.  

Community Development Director stated this is to review and consideration of an ordinance to 

amend the Newport Municipal Zoning Ordinance to create overlay districts within the city limits 

and to further create the first overlay district, the CA-1, Commercial Advertising District. 

A sign permit application was filed last year for an off-premise sign on the Cosby 

Highway for no specific business. It was to be an electronic reader board sign specifically for 

advertising. It was a billboard. The application was denied because the sign did not meet the 

requirements of an off-premise sign, nor the electronic reader board regulations that state 60 

percent of the reader board must be permanent signage for the business being advertised.  The 

company that filed the application filed an appeal and was denied. The company then filed a 

lawsuit. 
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An ordinance was reviewed by planning commission that creates an overlay district for 

the C-3 that would allow billboards to be placed with restrictions.  That ordinance was not 

passed on to the city council. 

The City of Newport previously has not allowed billboards within the city limits but 

reviewing ordinance to see if an amendment that would allow for them in areas adjacent to the 

exits seems reasonable. The consideration seeks to protect residential property as well as other 

commercial property that is better suited away from our C-3. The ordinance also creates overlay 

districts in Newport, a concept previously not considered in our zoning ordinance. 

 

 Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 1st Reading 

of Ordinance #2025-06 Amending the City of Newport’s Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 5, Section 

501 to Add the New Section “Overlay Districts”. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Resolution #2025-08 Closing Alley Between Prospect and White Oak 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-08 Closing Alley Between Prospect and White Oak.  

Parks and Recreation requested closure of right-of-way around the city properties near Holley 

Street, White Oak Avenue and Prospect Avenue to be added to existing lots as part of a future 

combination replat for the White Oak Park project. 

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Smith, to approve 

Resolution #2025-08 Closing Alley Between Prospect and White Oak.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Purchase Eight Acres of the Old Rhyan’s Property 

 

 Consideration of Purchase Eight Acres of the Old Rhyan’s Property.  City Administrator 

Finchum recommended buying six acres and a 60 foot right-of-way, approximately two acres, of 

the old Rhyne lumber company property off Cope Blvd. and approximately two acres property 

owned by Daniel Conard.  This property will be used to build the police department, animal 

control, and an extension of Main Street across the entire Rhyne property to Cope Boulevard.  

The negotiated price for the two tracts is $750,000 a total of eight acres total.   

 

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve purchase 

eight acres (six acres and a 60 foot right-of-way, approximately two acres) of the old Rhyne 

lumber company property off Cope Blvd. in the amount of $750,000.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  
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All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Purchase of Roger Miller Property Beside Park to Float 

 

 Consideration of Purchase of Roger Miller Property beside Park to Float.  City 

Administrator Finchum recommended the purchase of two lots owned by Roger Miller.  The 

negotiated sale price is $50,000 for combined properties.  This property, if purchased, will be 

incorporated into the Park to Float facility.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 

purchase of Roger Miller the two lot properties beside Park to Float for the total amount of 

$50,000.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Purchase of Bucket Truck from Newport Utilities 

 

 Consideration of Purchase of Bucket Truck from Newport Utilities.  The specs on the 55` 

bucket truck 2009 International 4400 with mileage 98,339 miles for the amount of $10,000.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 

purchase of bucket truck from Newport Utilities  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Adoption of Farmer’s Market Policy, Job Descriptions, and Advisory Board 

 

 Consideration of Adoption of Farmer’s Market Policy, Job Descriptions, and Advisory 

Board.  Executive Assistant Regina Thornton presented the Board with information on managing 

and operating the farmers market; adopting a market policy; creating two new part time seasonal 

positions, market manager and assistant; creating market coordinator for a city employee to 

assume the responsibilities of overseeing the market; creating an advisory board for the market; 

and appointing members to the advisory board, Corey Ackerman, Snowbird Coffee, Jennifer 

Parish, Grassy Fork Farms and Monica Hommel, Tourism Center Manager.  If approved, the 

Newport Farmers Market will have a full year budget of $14,900.  But fiscal year 2025 will need 

a budget amendment of approximately $5,000 from the general fund.   

 The Newport Farmers Market will be only on Saturday’s from 9:00am to 1:00 pm and 

start May 3rd through September 27th for this year.  There may be other events for the market at 

a later date.   

 City Administrator Finchum appointed Regina Thornton as the Market Coordinator.   
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 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Smith, to approve 

adopting the Newport Farmers Market by managing and operating the farmers market; adopting 

a market policy; creating two new part time seasonal positions, market manager and assistant; 

creating market coordinator for a city employee to assume the responsibilities of overseeing the 

market; creating an advisory board for the market; and appointing members to the advisory 

board, Corey Ackerman, Snowbird Coffee, Jennifer Parish, Grassy Fork Farms and Monica 

Hommel, Tourism Center Manager.  The Newport Farmers Market will have a full-year budget 

of $14,900.  But fiscal year 2025 will need a budget amendment of approximately $5,000 from 

the general fund.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Allowing the City of Newport to apply for Farmers Market Grant 

 

 Consideration of Allowing the City of Newport to apply for Farmers Market Grant.  The 

Tennessee Agricultural Farmers Market Grant Program is a 100% no match grant in the amount 

of $1,500.  This grant will help with the start up cost of the market.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Hansel to approve Allowing 

the City of Newport to apply for Tennessee Agricultural Farmers Market Grant Program Farmers 

Market Grant in the amount of $1,500.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Bids 

 

Two Vehicles for the Police Department 

 

 Consideration of Bids for Two Vehicles for the Police Department.  Chief Lamb stated 

this is for two 2025 Ford Explorer patrol vehicles from state bid Ford of Murfreesboro at total 

cost $120,058.36.  The decaling for the two vehicles at Rocky Top Grafix total cost $1,350.  The 

total cost of two vehicles requested is $121,408.36.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve the Bid for 

two 2025 Ford Explorer patrol vehicles from state bid Ford of Murfreesboro at total cost 

$120,058.36.  The decaling for the two vehicles at Rocky Top Grafix total cost is $1,350.  The 

total cost of two vehicles requested is $121,408.36.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Vehicle for Community Development 

 

 Consideration of bids for Vehicle for Community Development.  The Community 

Development Department lost two vehicles in the flood.  Request to replace one with a used 

vehicle.  A bid from Stinnett Chevrolet for two different vehicles: 2023 Jeep Compass Trail 
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Hawk 4X4 for $24,578 and a 2023 Jeep Compass Trail Hawk 4X4 for $24,390, whichever is still 

available.  

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve to 

purchase one of the bids from Stinnett Chevrolet for two different vehicles: 2023 Jeep Compass 

Trail Hawk 4X4 for $24,578 and a 2023 Jeep Compass Trail Hawk 4X4 for $24,390.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Construction Project at the Community Center and Tanner 

 

 Consideration Bids for Construction Project at the Community Center and Tanner.  

Newport Parks & Recreation has requested hiring contractors for the complete construction 

project at the community center and Tanner Building for office space for the Newport Police 

Department.  There were three bids submitted: MB & R Construction $95,345; Andrews & 

Hoskins $99,345; and Skilled Services for $173,400.  Parks & Recreation Director Tim Dockery 

asked for the low bid.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve the 

low bid from MB & R Contractors for the total amount of $95,862 the complete construction 

project at the community center and Tanner Building for office space for the Newport Police 

Department.  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Comments From Citizens  

 

 Arleace Green from the Office of Disaster Recovery & Resilience gave a presentation for 

loans for flood victims.   

 

Adjournment 
 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion 

was made by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Hansel adjourned the meeting. 
 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Roland Dykes, III  
 

_____________________________________ 

James Finchum, City Administrator 
 

RET 


