MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN
REGULAR SESSION
AUGUST 12, 2025

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2" Reading of
Ordinance #2025-12 Amending the City of Newport Municipal Code Title 3 Municipal Court
Updating to Reflect Changes in TCA Municipal Courts. There was no one to comment.

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing.

August 12, 2025

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall
Council Chambers on Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session.

Alderman Ragan led the invocation. Alderwoman Ottinger led the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag of the United States of America.

The following officials were present: Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Alderman Mike Hansel,
Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, Alderman Steve Smith, and City

Administrator James Finchum.

The following officials were not present: Vice Mayor Connie Ball and City Attorney
Terry Hurst.

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum.
Minutes

July 8. 2025 Regular Session

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the
July 8, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Communications from the City Administrator

City Administrator James Finchum informed the Board of an emergency repair for the
city hall air tower pump. The price started at $40,000 for replacement but Train was able to get
the tower pump repaired for $10,910.



Gary Carver gave information on the anniversary of Helene memorial event for
downtown Newport on Friday, September 26™ that is in conjunction with the Long-Term
Recovery Group, who is doing an event on Saturday, September 27". Mr. Carver said he would
be back next month with requests on using city property for this event and he would have more
information.

Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees

Re-Appointment to the Library Board — Sacha Steele’s Term

Consideration of Re-Appointment to the Library Board — Sacha Steele’s Term.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Smith, to approve re-
appointing Sacha Steele to the Library Board.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
Old Business

2" Reading of Ordinance #2025-12 Amending the City of Newport Municipal Code Title 3
Municipal Court Updating to Reflect Changes in TCA Municipal Courts

Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance #2025-12 Amending the City of Newport
Municipal Code Title 3 Municipal Court Updating to Reflect Changes in TCA Municipal Courts.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger to approve 2"
Reading of Ordinance #2025-12 Amending the City of Newport Municipal Code Title 3
Municipal Court Updating to Reflect Changes in TCA Municipal Courts.

Roll Call

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Allowing the Cocke County Senior Center to Apply for a Grant for Through ETHRA

Consideration of Allowing the Cocke County Seniors to Apply for a Grant through ETHRA for
kitchen upgrade. Carlene Robinson asked the Board last month for authorization for this grant and for the
city to do the match for this grant which was not recommended to move forward. Community
Development Director Gary Carver reported Ms. Robinson has resubmitted the grant proposal for new
floors and walls only. Ms. Robinson stated the grant for $10,882 is still available and asked for the city to
pay the match of $1,088 of ETHRA on behalf of Coke County Seniors.



Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Ragan to approve allowing to
make upgrades to city building via ETHRA grant and agree to donate $1,088 to Senior Center as
a donation to cover the required match.

Roll Call

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

New Business

Resolution #2025-12 Changing the Name of a Bank Account for Grant Funds

Consideration of Resolution #2025-12 Changing the Name of a Bank Account for Grant
Funds. This bank account is at Newport Federal Bank will be used for the purpose of
receiving grant funds.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Resolution #2025-12 Changing the Name of a Bank Account for Grant Funds.

Roll Call

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2025-13 Ratifying the Property Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2025-2026

Consideration of Resolution #2025-13 Ratifying the Property Tax Rate for Fiscal Year
2025-2026. Mr. Finchum stated this was the year of reappraisal. The State has adjusted the tax
rate for the City of Newport property tax to $1.5247 per $100 of assessed value on all real and

personal property.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Resolution #2025-13 Ratifying the Property Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2025-2026.

Roll Call

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Resolution #2025-14 Authorizing the City of Newport to Participate in the Public Entity
Partners Safety Partners Matching Grant Program

Consideration of Resolution #2025-14 Authorizing the City of Newport to Participate in
the Public Entity Partners Safety Partners Matching Grant Program.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Resolution #2025-14 Authorizing the City of Newport to Participate in the Public Entity Partners
Safety Partners Matching Grant Program.

Roll Call
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye
All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Authorizing the Newport Police Department to Apply for Public School Security Grant

Consideration of Authorizing the Newport Police Department to Apply for Public School
Security Grant. Chief of Police Scott Lamb stated this grant helps pay for the city’s School
Resource Officer for the Newport Grammar School with no match and pays up to $75,000.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan to approve
Authorizing the Newport Police Department to Apply for Public School Security Grant.

Roll Call

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Request from West Care TN Zero Suicide Program to Hold an Event Behind City Hall

Consideration of Request from West Care TN Zero Suicide Program to Hold an Event
Behind City Hall. Jonathyn Elliot Director of Zero Suicide Program asked to hold an event
behind City Hall on the riverwalk September 19" from 3-7:00 pm.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Smith to approve Authorizing
West Care TN Zero Suicide Program behind City Hall on the riverwalk September 19" from 3-
7:00 pm.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Bids

Bids for the Street Department for an A/C Service System

Consideration of Bids for the Street Department for an A/C Service System. This is for
the purchase of a refrigerant recovery system and AC service system from NAPA Company in
the amount of $10,917.26. This bid is through Sourcewell and is budgeted in this fiscal year.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan to approve the bid
for the Street Department for the purchase of a refrigerant recovery system and AC service
system from NAPA Company in the amount of $10,917.26.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Bids for Salt for Fiscal Year 2025-26

Consideration of Bids for Salt for Fiscal Year 2025-26. This is for the annual road salt
for 2025-26. The recommendation from the Street Department is to approve the bid from
Compass Mineral America, Inc. in the amount of $141.63 a ton.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Smith to approve the bid from
Compass Mineral America, Inc. in the amount of $141.63 a ton for the annual road salt for fiscal
year 2025-26.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Bids for ADA-Accessible Dock at Park to Float

Consideration of Bids for ADA-Accessible Dock at Park to Float. Parks & Recreation
Director Tim Dockery stated this was for the purchase of an ADA-accessible dock. There were
two (2) bids submitted: Dockit provided a bid of $37,880 for one (1) accessible dock and
$75,760 for two (2) docks and Board Safe Docks provided a bid of $40,117 for one (1)
accessible dock and $80,234 for two (2) docks. Mr. Dockery recommendation to approve the bid



from Board Safe Docks provided a bid of $40,117 for one (1) accessible dock due to overall
construction that is better suited for our specific river environment.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan to approve the bid
from Board Safe Docks provided a bid of $40,117 for one (1) accessible dock.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion
was made by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger adjourned the meeting.

Mayor Roland Dykes, III

James Finchum, City Administrator

RET



