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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 

REGULAR SESSION 

FEBRUARY 11, 2025 
 

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2nd Reading of 

Ordinance #2025-01 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School.  There was no one to 

comment.  

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing. 

 

February 11, 2025 

 

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall 

Council Chambers on Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session. 

 

 Vice Mayor Ball led the invocation.  Alderwoman Ottinger led the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

The following officials were present:  Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie 

Ball, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, City Attorney Terry Hurst, and 

City Administrator James Finchum. 

 

The following officials were not present: Alderman Mike Hansel and Alderman Steve 

Smith. 

 

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum. 

 

Mayor Dykes stated there were two aldermen out due to sickness.  Mayor Dykes also said 

he was going to move the agenda items around.   

 

Minutes 

 

January 14, 2025 Regular Session  

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball, for minutes of the 

January 14, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Old Business 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-01 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-01 Budget Amendment for Newport 

Grammar School.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2nd 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-01 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

New Business  

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-02 Budget Amendment for the City of 

Newport.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve 1st Reading 

of Ordinance #2025-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-03 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-03 Budget Amendment for Newport 

Grammar School.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-03 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Resolution #2025-03 Accepting the Contract Extension for the TDOT Tap Grant 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-03 Accepting the Contract Extension for the TDOT 

Tap Grant.   

 

 Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 

Resolution #2025-03 Accepting the Contract Extension for the TDOT Tap Grant. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Authorizing the Newport Fire Department to Apply for the Tennessee Traffic Safety Grant 

 

 Consideration of Authorizing the Newport Fire Department to Apply for the Tennessee 

Traffic Safety Grant.  Fire Chief Jeremy Shelton stated this grant is in the amount of $12,500 

through a Tennessee Traffic Safety Grant for safety equipment.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 

Authorizing the Newport Fire Department to Apply for the Tennessee Traffic Safety Grant in the 

amount of $12,500.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Authorizing the City of Newport to Apply for Grants Through TEMA and FEMA 

 

 Consideration of Authorizing the City of Newport to Apply for Grants Through TEMA 

and FEMA.  Mr. Finchum stated if approved, this will allow Community Recovery Manager 

Monica Hommel to apply for the TEMA and/or FEMA grants as they are available. 

 

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 

authorizing the City of Newport to apply for grants through TEMA and FEMA as available.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Hiring Community Development Director 

 

 Consideration of Hiring Community Development Director.  Discussion to rehire Gary 

Carver as Community Development Director.   

 

 Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve hiring Gary 

Carver as Community Development Director.  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Interlocal Agreement Between Cocke County Partnership and the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of Interlocal Agreement Between Cocke County Partnership and the City 

of Newport.  This is to re-establish the interlocal agreement for the Partnership with all three 

boards to be approved.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve 

Interlocal Agreement Between Cocke County Partnership and the City of Newport.  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Bids 

 

Bucket Truck for the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of Purchase of a Bucket Truck for the City of Newport.  This a purchase 

for a 2009 International 4400 Bucket Truck for the total amount of $10,000 from Newport 

Utilities.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve the 

Purchase of a 2009 International 4400 Bucket Truck for the total amount of $10,000 from 

Newport Utilities for the City of Newport.  

 

Roll Call 

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Appointment of Boards, Commissions and Committees  

 

Re-appointment to the Beer Board – Dennis Thornton 

 

Consideration of Re-appointment to the Beer Board – Dennis Thornton.  Mr. Thornton 

would like to be reappointed. 

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Re-

appointment to the Beer Board – Dennis Thornton.  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Communications from the City Administrator  

 

City Administrator James Finchum gave an update on the traffic lights at Brock’s and 

Walgreens.  Staff have been working on getting quotes on the traffic light at Brock’s.  The quote 

that was received is under $10,000.  Staff are now waiting for the approval of the State for the 

traffic light at Walgreen.  

Mr. Finchum reported he is waiting on the property owner to give a price for the property 

to rebuild the Police Department.  Mr. Finchum stated he was hoping to have more information 

to share with the Board.   

Mr. Finchum stated he had to approve an emergency repair on College Street.  With the 

weather, the street had a major hole in the road.  The Street Department put cones out for the 

safety on the community until repairs can be made.   
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Comments From Citizens  

 

 Kenneth Niki, who lives on College Street, thanked the Board and Administration for the 

work on College Street.  

 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion 

was made by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan adjourned the meeting. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Roland Dykes, III  

 

_____________________________________ 

James Finchum, City Administrator 

 

RET 


