
Minutes of the Regular, Monthly Meeting of  

the Newport Board of Zoning Appeals 

February 24, 2026 

 

Call to Order 

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals met Tuesday, February 24, 2026 at 3:30 p.m. in the City Council 

room at Newport City Hall, 300 East Main Street, Newport, Tennessee.  Chairman Cecil Gilland called 

the meeting to order and welcomed those Planners present: Rick Carr, Roland Dykes, Randall 

Freeman, and Alexis Greene.  

 

Also present was Gary Carver, Community Development Director, Halle Hommel, 

Community Development Assistant; Grant Webb, Buildings & Codes; Kathryn Baldwin, East 

Tennessee Development District Advisor; and other interested citizens. 

 

 

Minutes 

 

Minutes of January 27, 2026 meeting was approved as submitted, after motion by Roland 

Dykes and seconded by Alexis Greene.  The minutes were approved unanimously.   

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, it was adjourned. 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Executive Assistant Regina Thornton 

 

 

Approved _______________________________ 

Secretary, BZA 

 

Date      _______________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Minutes of the Regular, Monthly Meeting of  

the Newport Regional Planning Commission 

     February 24, 2026 

 

Chairman Gilland reconvened the meeting as Newport Regional Planning Commission. 

 

Minutes 

 

Minutes of January 27, 2026, meeting was approved as submitted, after motion by Randall 

Freeman and seconded by Roland Dykes.  The minutes were approved unanimously.   

 

Plan of Service on Rankin Road  

 

Review of Plan of Service for James Graham the owner of parcel 047 147.02.  This 

property is in the urban growth boundary.  Recommendation from staff to approve the plan of 

services and send it to city council.  No action was needed.   

 

Site Plan for Vogue Tower 

 

Consideration of site plan that was submitted and approved over a year ago.  The 

contractor has requested to change the height of the pole.  Planner Gary Carver recommended 

150-foot pole.   

Motion was made by Cecil Gilland and second by Alexis Greene to approve the site plan 

for Vogue Tower.  Approval of request was unanimous.  

 

Rezone on Cosby Highway 

 

Consideration of rezone properties on Cosby Highway for Kristy Wu.  This request is for 

three properties; parcel 064 052.01and 064 049.00 from Residential to Commercial. Kathern 

Baldwin talked about PUD and Master Plans before the developer gets the property rezoned.   

Motion was made by Alexis Greene and second by Roland Dykes to approve rezoning 

properties for Kristy Wu parcel 064 052.01and 064 049.00 from Residential to Commercial.  

Approval of request was unanimous.  

 

Work Plan with East Tennessee Development District 

 

Consideration of work plan with East Tennessee Development District.  Kathern Baldwin 

gave a list of planning projects for the City of Newport.   

Motion was made by Roland Dykes and second by Alexis Greene to approve the work 

plan with East Tennessee Development District.  Approval of request was unanimous.  

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Executive Assistant Regina Thornton 

 

Approved _________________________________ 

Secretary, NRPC 

Date      __________________________________ 


