MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN
REGULAR SESSION
January 13, 2026

January 13, 2026

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall
Council Chambers on Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session.

Alderman Randy Ragan led the invocation. Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger led the
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

The following officials were present: Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie
Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan,
Alderman Steve Smith, City Administrator James Finchum and City Attorney Terry Hurst.
Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum.

Minutes

October 14, 2025 Regular Session

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the
October 14, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Communications from the City Administrator

City Administrator James Finchum gave an update on FEMA and insurance for the police
department building. Mr. Finchum stated he had to hire legal representatives to help with the
fight on the insurance for the police building. The insurance company doesn’t want to pay for
the building because they claim the building wasn’t damaged in the flood. FEMA follows the
insurance company in payment therefore the city is at a standstill until arbitration is complete.
An engineering study has been requested. Mr. Finchum hired Attorney Lewis Thomason for the
claim against PEP, Mr. Woodson for the engineering study, and Mr. Tate for the arbitration for
the police department building.

Mr. Finchum stated the city’s audit will be late again this year due to Newport Utilities
has not given their audit to the city in time to turn in to the comptroller’s office. This makes the



third year in a row that Newport Utilities has made the city’s audit late. Last year the utilities
said they wouldn’t be late again.

Mayor Dykes asked to suspend the rules and adjust the agenda order due to members
needing to leave early.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve to
suspend the rules and adjust the agenda order.
All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

New Business

Resolution #2026-01 Charter Change for the City of Newport

Consideration of Resolution #2026-01 Charter Change for the City of Newport. Mr.
Finchum stated he was approached by Jeremy Faison who stated he had been approached by
many people in the community asking to add city council members back to the Newport
Utilities Board. Mr. Faison said he would support this charter change in Nashville. This
would add the mayor and an alderman back to the Newport Utilities Board making the
members go from a five-member board to a seven-member board.

Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve Resolution
#2026-01 Charter Change for the City of Newport.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2026-02 Naming a Public Right-of-Way

Consideration of Resolution #2026-02 Naming a Public Right-of-Way. This is a
resolution to name and record the alley between Main Street and Broadway to the North & South
and Mims and McMahan to the East & West.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve
Resolution #2026-02 Naming a Public Right-of-Way.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2026-03 Authorizing Newport Utilities to Apply for Economic Development
Administration Disaster Recovery Funding

Consideration of Resolution #2026-03 Authorizing Newport Utilities to Apply for
Economic Development Administration Disaster Recovery Funding. This is a EDA Disaster
Relief funding grant that NU will manage and pay the matching funds.



Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Resolution #2026-03 Authorizing Newport Utilities to Apply for Economic Development
Administration Disaster Recovery Funding.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Revising the Downtown Revitalization Project Overview

Consideration of Revising the Downtown Revitalization Project Overview. This is to
revise the current document by changing the developers name on one of the projects for the Main
Street buildings and adding the First Baptist Church to the document and removing East TN LLC
on the Woodlawn project because they are not ready to start.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Revising the Downtown Revitalization Project Overview.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Authorizing Parks & Rec to Submit Intent to Apply for the 2026 Outdoor Recreation
Public Grant

Consideration of Authorizing Parks & Rec to Sumit Intent to Apply for the 2026 Outdoor
Recreation Public Grant.

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Authorizing Parks & Rec to Apply for the 2026 Outdoor Recreation Public Grant.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Support Letter for Newport Utilities Tennessee Grid Resilience Grant

Discussion of Support Letter for Newport Utilities Tennessee Grid Resilience Grant.
Mayor Dykes had received a request for a support letter for Newport Utilities for TN Grid
Resilience Grant. Mayor Dykes asked the Board for their opinion.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve
Support Letter for Newport Utilities Tennessee Grid Resilience Grant.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Newport Utilities

Discussion of Newport Utilities. Mr. Finchum stated he has been approached by members
of city council about the complaints they have received about what the city can do to help. Mr.
Finchum stated the city doesn’t control the utilities and there’s not a lot we can do. Mr. Finchum
stated he could draft a letter for Newport Utilities Board from City Council with the complaints



and concerns the board has and let Mayor Dykes deliver the letter. Attorney Terry Hurst stated
Mr. Finchum was correct that the city has no control, and he thinks the letter would be a good
idea.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Smith, to approve Mr.
Finchum drafting a letter from City Council to Newport Utilities Board with the Complaints and
concerns of the citizens.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Regarding Mission 183 — Cocke County EMA Director Joe Esway

Discussion of Regarding Mission 183 — Cocke County EMA Director Joe Esway. Mr.
Esway gave a presentation of the document he had prepared for Helene Flood. There was no
action taken.

No Truck Zone in Jones Circle Area — Alderman Mike Hansel

Discussion of No Truck Zone in Jones Circle Area — Alderman Mike Hansel. Alderman
Hansel stated he remember as a kid of signs in the Jones Circle area to prevent semi-trucks.
Alderman Hansel is asking for more signage and enforcement of the no truck zone in the Jones
Circle. There was no action taken.

Newport Utilities Work on Roadways — Alderman Mike Hansel

Discussion of Newport Utilities Work on Roadways — Alderman Mike Hansel.
Alderman Hansel stated when the utilities works on a project the pavement doesn’t get put back
the way it was prior. Alderman Hansel suggested for utilities to coordinate projects through Ben
Hicks.

Bids

Bids for a Work Truck for Parks & Rec

Consideration of Bids for a Work Truck for Parks & Rec. Parks & Rec has requested the
purchase of the 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 4WD Crew Cab Truck from Wilson County Motors
state bid for total price of $47,377.40.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan to approve the Bid for a
Parks & Rec for 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 4WD Crew Cab Truck from Wilson County Motors
state bid for total price of $47,377.40.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye



Alderman Smith Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Bids for a Tractor for Parks & Rec

Consideration of Bids for a Tractor for Parks & Rec. Bids for a tractor as follows: Tri-
County Tractor for a used Kubota B2601 tractor with 1,000 hours for $12,518, and Parker Wilds
for a used 2021 Kubota B2601 tractor with 100 hours, a mower, fertilizer spreader, brush guard,
and side steps for $13,000. Parks & Rec recommendation to purchase the tractor from Parker
Wilds for $13,000.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan to approve the Bid for a
Parks & Rec for a used 2021 Kubota B2601 tractor with 100 hours, a mower, fertilizer spreader,
brush guard, and side steps for $13,000.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye
All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Bids for a Utility Vehicle for Parks & Rec

Consideration of Bids for a Utility Vehicle for Parks & Rec. Parks & Rec has requested
the purchase of the 2026 Club Car Carryall golf cart with utility bed from Ladd’s of Knoxville
for a total price of $12,000.86 through Sourcewell contract.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Smith to approve the Bid for a
Parks & Rec for the 2026 Club Car Carryall golf cart with utility bed from Ladd’s of Knoxville
for a total price of $12,000.86.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees

Re-Appointment for the Newport Housing Authority Board — Sheila Pruitt’s Term

Discussion of Re-Appointment for the Newport Housing Authority Board — Sheila
Pruitt’s Term. Mayor Dykes announced he has re-appointed Ms. Pruitt to Newport Housing
Authority in November.

Re-Appointment for the Police Civil Service — Dean Ball’s Term

Discussion of Re-Appointment for the Police Civil Service — Dean Ball’s Term. The
Police Civil Service Board has re-appointed Dean Ball.

Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion
was made by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Ragan adjourned the meeting.

Mayor Roland Dykes, III

James Finchum, City Administrator

RET



