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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 

REGULAR SESSION 

JANUARY 14, 2025 
 

Municipal Judge Brittany Vick swore in the newly elected Newport Grammar School 

Board officials: Lisa Askew, Seth Butler, and Mike Lewis.   

 

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2nd Reading of 

Ordinance #2024-10 Budget Amendment for the Newport Grammar School.  There was no one 

to comment.  

Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2024-11 Amending the Municipal Code 

Title 5 Municipal Finance and Taxation, Adding Chapter 5 Internal Control Manual for The City 

of Newport. There was no one to comment.  

Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2024-12 Amending the City of Newport 

Municipal Code Title 12 Buildings, Utility, Etc. Codes; Creating Chapter 12 “International 

Energy Conservation Code” and Adopting the 2018 International Energy Conservation Code.  

There was no one to comment.  

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing. 

 

January 14, 2025 

 

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall 

Council Chambers on Tuesday, January 14, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session. 

 

 Alderman Ragan led the invocation.  Alderman Hansel led the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag of the United States of America.  

 

The following officials were present:  Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie 

Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, City 

Attorney Terry Hurst, and City Administrator James Finchum. 

 

The following officials were not present: and Alderman Steve Smith. 

 

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum. 

 

Minutes 

 

December 10, 2024 Regular Session  

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, for minutes of the 

December 10, 2024 Regular Session to be approved as submitted. 
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All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Proclamations and/or Recognitions of Citizens by the Mayor 

 

Alderman Hansel stated last month he had brought to the Board to create an Emergency 

Management position for the city within the Fire Department.  After talking with TEMA by 

default Fire Chief Jeremy Shelton will be the city’s EMA Director.  If this ever becomes a full-

time position, Fire Chief Shelton has made a job description that was given to the Board.   

 

Communications from the City Administrator  

 

City Administrator James Finchum reported the status of the Police Department building 

was still up in the air but has had additional evaluations of the building.  The building is 

continuing to sink.  The city now has a detailed report on what all is wrong with the building but 

not the cost of having it repaired.   

With the Police Department moving forward, the city has been working on getting 

properties to purchase for a new location.  The property owners have asked to make an offer for 

the property.  Chief of Police Scott Lamb has found an additional property that would meet the 

needs of the PD.  Mr. Finchum handed out the information to the Board on this property.   

Mr. Finchum gave a report on interstate traffic.  Chief Lamb and staff have been working 

on keeping the traffic moving with limited resources.  Still working on getting quotes for the turn 

light at Brock’s.   

Mr. Finchum stated a few months ago, the property accessor contacted the city with 

eleven properties that according to their records were supposed to be on the city’s tax roll and 

were not taxed.  After talking with the state and East Tennessee District there were a lot of 

conflicts.  The city will have to research the boundaries for these properties to determine if they 

were annexed.  These properties were added to the tax roll.  They will be reimbursed and/or told 

not to pay until this is resolved.   

Vice Mayor Ball asked about the closure of the street behind Conagra.  Mr. Finchum 

stated that it is state law that any food company must be secured by a fence.  Ole Smokey 

qualifies with this law.  Therefore, the street cannot be closed.  The only way to open the street is 

to have a fence on the other side of the street.   

 

Appointment of Boards, Commissions and Committees  

 

Discussion of re-appointment to the Police Civil Service Board – Erick Gregg term.  The 

Police Department re-appointed Erick Gregg to the Police Civil Service Board.  

 

Reports From Committees, Members of Council & Other Officers  

 

Alderman Ragan stated when the city council could afford it, he would like to get the 

public safety positions refilled.  Alderman Ragan asked for both Chief Lamb and Chief Shelton 

to get with Finance Director Tina Matthews to see if at least one position be filled each.   
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Old Business 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2024-10 Budget Amendment for the Newport Grammar School 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2024-10 Budget Amendment for the 

Newport Grammar School.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2nd 

Reading of Ordinance #2024-10 Budget Amendment for the Newport Grammar School. 

 

Roll Call  

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan  Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2024-11 Amending the Municipal Code Title 5 Municipal 

Finance and Taxation, Adding Chapter 5 Internal Control Manual for The City of 

Newport 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2024-11 Amending the Municipal Code 

Title 5 Municipal Finance and Taxation, Adding Chapter 5 Internal Control Manual for The City 

of Newport.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2nd Reading 

of Ordinance #2024-11 Amending the Municipal Code Title 5 Municipal Finance and Taxation, 

Adding Chapter 5 Internal Control Manual for The City of Newport. 

 

Roll Call  

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan  Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2024-12 Amending the City of Newport Municipal Code Title 

12 Buildings, Utility, Etc. Codes; Creating Chapter 12 “International Energy Conservation 

Code” and Adopting the 2018 International Energy Conservation Code 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2024-12 Amending the City of Newport 

Municipal Code Title 12 Buildings, Utility, Etc. Codes; Creating Chapter 12 “International 

Energy Conservation Code” and Adopting the 2018 International Energy Conservation Code.   
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 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 2nd 

Reading of Ordinance #2024-12 Amending the City of Newport Municipal Code Title 12 

Buildings, Utility, Etc. Codes; Creating Chapter 12 “International Energy Conservation Code” 

and Adopting the 2018 International Energy Conservation Code. 

 

Roll Call  

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan  Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

New Business  

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-01 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-01 Budget Amendment for Newport 

Grammar School.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-01 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School. 

 

Roll Call  

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan  Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Resolution #2025-01 Authorizing the City of Newport to Apply for 2025 CDBG 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-01 Authorizing the City of Newport to Apply for 

2025 CDBG.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve 

Resolution #2025-01 Authorizing the City of Newport to Apply for 2025 CDBG. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Resolution #2025-02 Authorizing Newport Utilities Board to Participate in the Tennessee 

Emergency Management Agency’s Helene Emergency Assistance Loan Program 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-02 Authorizing Newport Utilities Board to Participate 

in the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency’s Helene Emergency Assistance Loan 

Program.   

 

 Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Resolution 

#2025-02 Authorizing Newport Utilities Board to Participate in the Tennessee Emergency 

Management Agency’s Helene Emergency Assistance Loan Program. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Authorizing the Newport Police Department to Apply for a TN Highway Safety Office 

High Visibility Grant 

 

 Consideration of Authorizing the Newport Police Department to Apply for a TN 

Highway Safety Office High Visibility Grant.  The amount of the grant is $10,000.  The PD will 

use $8,000 for equipment and $2,000 for overtime.  This is a nonmatching grant.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 

Authorizing the Newport Police Department to Apply for a TN Highway Safety Office High 

Visibility Grant.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Hiring Canopy Land Design for Grants for Parks and Recreation 

 

 Consideration of Hiring Canopy Land Design for Grants for Parks and Recreation.  

Director Tim Dockery asked for consideration for Canopy Design to oversee 3 projects, hiring 

Daniel Boutte of Canopy Design to write grants for P&R, and allowing Daniel Boutte to apply 

for matching fund grants (not this grant cycle but possibly the next).  

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve Hiring 

Canopy Land Design for Grants for Parks and Recreation. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion 

was made by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball adjourned the meeting. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Roland Dykes, III  
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_____________________________________ 

James Finchum, City Administrator 

 

RET 


