
Minutes of the Regular, Monthly Meeting of  

the Newport Board of Zoning Appeals 

January 27, 2026 

 

Call to Order 

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals met Tuesday, January 27, 2026 at 3:30 p.m. in the City Council 

room at Newport City Hall, 300 East Main Street, Newport, Tennessee.  Chairman Cecil Gilland called 

the meeting to order and welcomed those Planners present: Rick Carr, Roland Dykes, Randall 

Freeman, and Alexis Greene.  

 

Also present was Gary Carver, Community Development Director, Halle Hommel, 

Community Development Assistant; Grant Webb, Buildings & Codes; Kathryn Baldwin, East 

Tennessee Development District Advisor; and other interested citizens. 

 

 

Minutes 

 

Minutes of September 23, 2025, meeting was approved as submitted, after motion by Randall 

Freeman and seconded by Rick Carr.  The minutes were approved unanimously.   

 

Variance Smith Street  

 

Consideration of variance request for Smith Street.  A variance of 15 foot with a final rear 

setback of 10 foot to accommodate the structure.  Randall Freeman stated the hardship would be 

the step bank on the read of the lot.  Randall Freeman abstained from voting. 

Motion was made by Cecil Gilland and second by Alexis Greene to approve the 10 foot 

rear setback variance on Smith Street.  Approval of request was unanimous.  

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, it was adjourned. 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Executive Assistant Regina Thornton 

 

 

Approved _______________________________ 

Secretary, BZA 

 

Date      _______________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Minutes of the Regular, Monthly Meeting of  

the Newport Regional Planning Commission 

     January 27, 2026 

 

Chairman Gilland reconvened the meeting as Newport Regional Planning Commission. 

 

Minutes 

 

Minutes of September 23, 2026, meeting was approved as submitted, after motion by Roland 

Dykes and seconded by Randall Freeman.  The minutes were approved unanimously.   

 

Plan of Service on Rankin Road  

 

James Graham the owner of parcel 047 147.02 has requested to be annexed into the city 

limits.  This property is not in the urban growth boundary but is adjacent to the city limits.  After 

much discussion, recommendation from staff to approve the plan of services and send to city 

council.   

Motion was made by Roland Dykes and second by Alexis Greene to approve the request 

for annexation plan of service for property owned by James Graham parcel 047 147.02 on Rankin 

Road and send it to City Council.  Approval of request was unanimous.  

 

Training for Commissioners  

 

Motion was made by Randall Freeman and second by Roland Dykes to approve the 

training of 30 minutes for the Planning Commissioners.  Approval of request was unanimous.  

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Executive Assistant Regina Thornton 

 

Approved _________________________________ 

Secretary, NRPC 

Date      __________________________________ 


