MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN
REGULAR SESSION
July 14, 2026

July 14, 2026

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall
Council Chambers on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session.

Alderman Mike Hansel led the invocation. Alderman Randy Ragan led the Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

The following officials were present: Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie
Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan,
Alderman Steve Smith, and City Attorney Terry Hurst.

The following officials were not present: City Administrator James Finchum.
Community Development Director Gary Carver sat in for City Administrator.

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum.
Minutes

June 1, 2026 Special Called

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the June
1, 2026 Special Called Meeting to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

June 9, 2026 Regular Session

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball, for minutes of the
June 9, 2026 Regular Session to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Proclamations and/or Recognition of Citizens by the Mayor
Mayor Dykes read a proclamation for the 250™ Anniversary of United States of America.

Mayor Dykes announced Newport Parks & Recreation received the Award for
Excellence in Parks and Recreation at the TML Conference.

Mayor Dykes presented Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger with the Bob Kirk Leadership
Award from TML Conference.

Communications from the City Administrator

Community Development Director Gary Carver announced that Newport Utilities will be
conducting repairs on North Street from August 3™ to January 6 at night. Newport Utilities will
residents be aware of these repairs.

Mr. Carver also announced for the record at the June meetings, resolutions have the
wrong numbers. The correct numbers are Resolution #2026-09 for Downtown Revitalization
Program and Resolution #2026-10 for Fireworks Sales Temporarily Extended.

Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees

Re-Appointment to the Industrial Development Board — Alderman Mike Hansel

Motion by Alderman Smith and seconded by Alderman Ragan, to re-appoint Mike
Hansel to the Industrial Development Board.

All Ayes. - Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Re-Appointment to the Industrial Development Board — Brandon Joynt

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and seconded by Alderwoman Ottinger, to re-appoint
Brandon Joynt to the Industrial Development Board.

All Ayes. - Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Re-Appointment to the Newport Museum Advisory Board — Eddie Walker

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and seconded by Alderman Ragan, to re-appoint
Eddie Walker to the Newport Museum Advisory Board.

All Ayes. - Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Re-Appointment to the Newport Museum Advisory Board — Whitney Laws

Motion by Alderman Ragan and seconded by Alderwoman Ottinger, to re-appoint
Whitney Laws to the Newport Museum Advisory Board.



All Ayes. - Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
New Business

Resolution #2026-11 Authorization of Applying for the CDBG Disaster Recovery Grant

Consideration of Resolution #2026-11 Authorization of Applying for the CDBG Disaster
Recovery Grant. The State of Tennessee has released funding for counties affected by Helene
and Cocke County is eligible. We will be seeking funding to create a city-wide storm water asset
management plan.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and seconded by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Resolution #2026-11 Authorization of Applying for the CDBG Disaster Recovery Grant.

Roll Call

Vice Mayor Ball Aye
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes - Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2026-12 Authorization of Hiring Administration Services for the CDBG
Disaster Recovery Grant

Consideration of Resolution #2026-12 Authorization of Hiring Administration Services
for the CDBG Disaster Recovery Grant.

Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Resolution
#2026-12 Authorization of Hiring Administration Services for the CDBG Disaster Recovery
Grant.

Roll Call

Vice Mayor Ball Aye
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2026-13 Authorization of Hiring Engineering Services for the CDBG Disaster
Recovery Grant




Consideration of Resolution #2026-13 Authorization of Hiring Engineering Services for
the CDBG Disaster Recovery Grant.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Resolution #2026-13 Authorization of Hiring Engineering Services for the CDBG Disaster
Recovery Grant.

Roll Call

Vice Mayor Ball Aye
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2026-14 Annexation and Plan of Service for 1300 Splashaway Road

Consideration of Resolution #2026-14 Annexation and Plan of Service for 1300
Splashaway Road. A new housing development is being planned for a lot just outside of city
limits. The owner is requesting annexation of this lot.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Resolution
#2026-14 Annexation and Plan of Service for 1300 Splashaway Road.

Roll Call

Vice Mayor Ball Aye
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Authorization of Approval for Red, White and Newport TN America’s 250" Anniversary
Event

Consideration of Authorization of Approval for Red, White and Newport TN America’s
250" Anniversary Event. Mr. Carver announced the Red, White & Newport is a celebratory
one-day community event in Newport, Tennessee, designed to honor America’s 250th
anniversary by centering the voices, traditions, and future aspirations of Cocke County residents.
Hosted through a partnership between the City of Newport, local nonprofit partners, educators,
artists, and civic and cultural organizations, the event will activate downtown as a shared public
space for storytelling, music, food, learning, and civic reflection. Target Date: Friday, July 31
from 4:00 PM to 8:00PM- musical performances until 9:00 PM.



Mr. Carver informed the board that the request was for the following: closure of
Broadway at Mims Avenue and Baer. Traffic will be diverted around on Main. Through truck
traffic will be routed up Lincoln Avenue and Cosby Highway. Closure will begin at 5:30 and end
at 10:00; closure of Court Avenue and McSween Avenue for traffic control and staging of other
events and amenities; and allowing a 10-minute fireworks show at the end of the musical
performances to be shot from the hill above Broadway.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Authorization of Approval for Red, White and Newport TN America’s 250" Anniversary Event
without the fireworks.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Authorization of Approval for The Cock-A-Doodle Dash

Consideration of Authorization of Approval for The Cock-A-Doodle Dash. Cocke
County High School is hosting a Back to School event on July 18 which will feature a road race,
the Cock-A-Doodle Dash that will require some traffic control as the route will be on Hedrick,
Broadway and Main Street through downtown.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Authorization of Approval for The Cock-A-Doodle Dash.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Contract Between E-911 Emergency and the City of Newport

Consideration of Contract Between E-911 Emergency and the City of Newport. This is
an annual contract.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Contract Between E-911 Emergency and the City of Newport.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

City Emplovee to Use Early Retirement

Consideration of City Employee to Use Early Retirement. The employee requesting to
use early retirement is currently our of work on sick leave.

Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve City
Employee to Use Early Retirement.
All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Event Permit for Appalachian Rallysport, LL.C September 17, 2026

Consideration of Event Permit for Appalachian Rallysport, LLC September 17, 2026.
Dave Matheson stated this will be for September 17, 2026 from 4:00 — 10:00 pm for people to
meeting the drivers in this race.

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve Event
Permit for Appalachian Rallysport, LLC September 17, 2026.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
Bids

Installation of ADA Automatic Door at the Tanner Building

Consideration of Bids for Installation of ADA Automatic Door at the Tanner Building.
There were only one bid from Lakeway Door and Glass in the amount of $12,180.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve the Bid
for Installation of ADA Automatic Door at the Tanner Building from Lakeway Door and Glass
in the amount of $12,180.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Two Patrol Vehicles for the Newport Police Department

Consideration of Bids for Two Patrol Vehicles for the Newport Police Department.
Assistant Chief Matthew Elliot stated this was a state bid for two 2026 Ford Explorer Patrol
vehicles from Twin Rivers Ford for $122438.80, graphics and decals from Rocky Top Gaphix
for $674 per vehicle that brings the total amount for two patrol vehicles to $123,788.80.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Smith to approve the state bid
for two 2026 Ford Explorer Patrol vehicles from Twin Rivers Ford for $122438.80 and graphics
decals from Rocky Top Gaphix for $674 per vehicle that brings the total amount for two patrol
vehicles to $123,788.80.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Citizens Comments

Many Paws of Cocke County asked for assistance with their low cost spay and neutering
of animals at their open clinic.



Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion
was made by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Smith adjourned the meeting.

Mayor Roland Dykes, III

James Finchum, City Administrator

RET



