MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN
REGULAR SESSION
JULY 8, 2025

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2" Reading of
Ordinance #2025-11 City of Newport Adopting the 2021 International Fire Code and 2021 NFPA
101 Life Safety Code. There was no one to comment.

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing.

July 8, 2025

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall
Council Chambers on Tuesday, July 8, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session.

Alderman Ragan led the invocation. Alderwoman Ottinger led the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag of the United States of America.

The following officials were present: Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie
Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, City
Attorney Terry Hurst, and City Administrator James Finchum.

The following officials were not present: Alderman Steve Smith.

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum.

Minutes

June 10, 2025 Regular Session

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the
June 10, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

June 30, 2025 Special Called Meeting

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the June
30, 2025 Special Called Meeting to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Communications from the City Administrator

City Administrator James Finchum informed the Board of the Farmer’s Market Customer
Appreciation Day on August 2" 9-1:00 pm with giveaways and door prize drawings. Mr.
Finchum stated the Farmer’s Market is very successful.

Mr. Finchum stated the golf course will have a reopening on Saturday, July 12% at noon.

Mr. Finchum asked to suspend the rules and add 1% Reading of Ordinance #2025-12
Amending the City of Newport Municipal Code Title 3 Municipal Court Updating to Reflect
Changes in TCA Municipal Courts. Mr. Finchum reported on legislative changes starting July
1* that the city wanted to update the court codes.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to suspend the
rules and add 1% Reading of Ordinance #2025-12 Amending the City of Newport Municipal
Code Title 3 Municipal Court Updating to Reflect Changes in TCA Municipal Courts to the

agenda.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees

Re-Appointment to the Parks & Rec Advisory Board — Chip Oury’s Term

Consideration of Re-Appointment to the Parks & Rec Advisory Board — Chip Oury’s
Term.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve re-
appointing Chip Oury to the Parks & Rec Advisory Board.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Re-Appointment to the Parks & Rec Advisory Board — Chuck Strange’s Term

Consideration of Re-Appointment to the Parks & Rec Advisory Board — Chuck Strange’s
Term.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve re-
appointing Chuck Strange to the Parks & Rec Advisory Board.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
Old Business

2" Reading of Ordinance #2025-11 City of Newport Adopting the 2021 International Fire
Code and 2021 NFPA 101 Life Safety Code




Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance #2025-11 City of Newport Adopting the 2021
International Fire Code and 2021 NFPA 101 Life Safety Code.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve of 2"
Reading of Ordinance #2025-11 City of Newport Adopting the 2021 International Fire Code and
2021 NFPA 101 Life Safety Code.

Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
New Business

Resolution #2025-11 Hiring Engineering Firm for the Police Department and Animal
Control Projects

Consideration of Resolution #2025-11 Hiring Engineering Firm for the Police
Department and Animal Control Projects. Community Development Director Gary Carver
recommended to hire RGCA Engineering for the Police Department and Animal Control
projects.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve Resolution
#2025-11 Hiring Engineering Firm for the Police Department and Animal Control Projects hiring
RGCA Engineering for the Police Department and Animal Control projects.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

3-Wayv Stop Intersection at Buckingham and Morrell Springs Road

Consideration of 3-Way Stop Intersection at Buckingham and Morrell Springs Road.
Community Development Director Gary Carver stated a project was discussed earlier this year to
remove some of the humps along Morrell Springs Road that limit visibility. This would be done
in an effort to make the roadway safer for all, especially residents who either live in Morrell
Springs or in the neighborhoods adjacent. We will unfortunately miss our window to do that
project this summer. The summer was planned in an attempt to limit the disruption of school
traffic. We are unable to hit the target timeline because the project requires the state grant



money, we will use to repave the road immediately after demo work is done. The timeline for the
state did not line up with our timeline.

To address the issue of safety on Morrell Springs Road, we are proposing a consideration
of a new traffic control system on Morrell Springs, specifically a 3 way stop at the intersection of
Buckingham and Morrell Springs Road. The plan for the new system involves new signage and
striping in an attempt to alert drivers to the changes and is diagramed on the attachment.

If this calms traffic on Morrell Springs enough that the large-scale excavation is no
longer needed, we will simply repave Morrell Springs once the contract can be completed with
the state and leave the new traffic control system in place.

If passed, we would install the new signage and striping and Chief Lamb will monitor the
intersection for several weeks with an officer stationed in plain sight to help alert drivers to the
new stop signs.

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 3-Way
Stop Intersection at Buckingham and Morrell Springs Road as submitted.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Left Turn Signal Intersection of Broadway and Cope

Consideration of Left Turn Signal Intersection of Broadway and Cope. Community
Development Director Gary Carver stated the request to add a dedicated left turn signal at the
intersection of Broadway and Cope similar to the signal at the Lincoln Avenue we recently did
and should cost about the same. There was only one proposal submitted by Stansell Electric
Company, Inc. in the amount of $8,907.83.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve the
Left Turn Signal Intersection of Broadway and Cope.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Applying for a Grant for the Seniors Through ETHRA

Consideration of Applying for a Grant for the Seniors Through ETHRA. Carlene Robinson
stated there was a grant to help the renovations for the seniors at the Tanner Building that would
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install new flooring, new paint for the walls and a new commercial cooktop. The amount of the
grant through ETHRA is $11,382 and Ms. Robinson asked the city to pay the 10 % match of
$1,138.20.

Alderman Ragan stated, when he was still working for the city, the state fire marshal
informed the seniors needed a hood system to be in compliance with codes. Fire Chief Jeremy
Shelton explained that when the city’s Fire Inspector Barry Nease inspected the seniors for the
complaint of smells within the building, if the seniors were warming up foods or boiling water
they would need the hood system they have now but if they are cooking they would need a type
1 vented hood system that would run out of the building.

Finance Director Tina Matthews asked now the Board is aware of the cook stove and
ventilation the seniors are using, she asked if they have the proper permits and health inspections
that is required to be in compliance with the codes. All city departments that cook have these
permits and health inspections. Ms. Robinson stated that she didn’t know they needed any of
these. Ms. Mathews also said that with the knowledge of this situation, the city’s insurance
would not be liable for anything if there was a fire because the seniors are not in compliance with
our codes. Ms. Matthews also stated for the city to donate any money to a non-profit
organization she would need their 501C3, 990, copy of their budget and audit and would need an
announcement for the public. This is the city’s procedures with all donations.

Alderman Hansel asked why this didn’t go thru Mr. Carvers office. Mr. Finchum asked
if this was to apply or a donation. Ms. Robinson stated it was a donation.

After much discussion, Attorney Terry Hurst told Ms. Robinson that she should meet
with Ms. Matthews to make sure all the permits and codes were in compliance with what the city
requires in his opinion.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan to table this request for
donation to the Seniors at the Tanner Building for more information.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

15t Reading of Ordinance #2025-12 Amending the City of Newport Municipal Code Title 3
Municipal Court Updating to Reflect Changes in TCA Municipal Courts

Consideration of 1% Reading of Ordinance #2025-12 Amending the City of Newport
Municipal Code Title 3 Municipal Court Updating to Reflect Changes in TCA Municipal Courts.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger to approve 1%
Reading of Ordinance #2025-12 Amending the City of Newport Municipal Code Title 3
Municipal Court Updating to Reflect Changes in TCA Municipal Courts.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion
was made by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger adjourned the meeting.

Mayor Roland Dykes, III

James Finchum, City Administrator

RET



