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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 

REGULAR SESSION 

JUNE 10, 2025 
 

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2nd Reading of 

Ordinance #2025- 07 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport.  There was no one to 

comment.  

Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025- 08 Budget Amendment for Newport 

Grammar School.  There was no one to comment. 

Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025- 09 Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26.  

There was no one to comment. 

Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-10 Amending the Zoning Ordinance 

Replacing Landscaping Regulations.  There was no one to comment. 

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing. 

 

 

June 10, 2025 

 

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall 

Council Chambers on Tuesday, June 10, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session. 

 

 Vice Mayor Ball led the invocation.  Alderman Ragan led the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag of the United States of America.  

 

The following officials were present:  Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie 

Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, 

Alderman Steve Smith, City Attorney Terry Hurst, and City Administrator James Finchum. 

 

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum. 

 

Minutes 

 

May 13, 2025 Regular Session  

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the 

May 13, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Communications from the City Administrator  

 

City Administrator James Finchum informed the Board of emergency spending at the 

community center for the indoor pool for a compressor and freon for $18,000.  Mr. Finchum also 

reported on the Tanner sewer line repair project that had more problems than expected, that cost 

an extra $22,000. 

Mr. Finchum explained the procedure of the annexation resolution that is on the agenda 

was only for the annexation to move forward.  There will be a public hearing and special called 

meeting June 30th at 5:30 pm.   

 

Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees 
 

Re-Appointment to the Planning Commission – Terry White’s Term 

 

 Consideration of Re-Appointment to the Planning Commission – Terry White’s Term.  

Mr. White would like to serve another term. 

 

 Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve re-appointing 

Terry White to the Planning Commission. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Old Business  

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-07 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-07 Budget Amendment for the City of 

Newport.  

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2nd Reading 

of Ordinance #2025-07 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye 

Vice Mayor Ball  Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-08 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-08 Budget Amendment for Newport 

Grammar School.  
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 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2nd 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-08 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye 

Vice Mayor Ball  Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-09 Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-09 Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26. 

 

 Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve 2nd Reading 

of Ordinance #2025-09 Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye 

Vice Mayor Ball  Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-10 Amending the Zoning Ordinance Replacing 

Landscaping Regulations 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-10 Amending the Zoning Ordinance 

Replacing Landscaping Regulations. 

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 2nd 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-10 Amending the Zoning Ordinance Replacing Landscaping 

Regulations. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye 

Vice Mayor Ball  Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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New Business  

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-11 City of Newport Adopting the 2021 International Fire 

Code and 2021 NFPA 101 Life Safety Code 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-11 City of Newport Adopting the 2021 

International Fire Code and 2021 NFPA 101 Life Safety Code.   

 

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve of 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-11 City of Newport Adopting the 2021 International Fire Code and 

2021 NFPA 101 Life Safety Code.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 
Resolution #2025-10 to Annex Certain Territory Upon Written Consent of the Owners and to 

Incorporate the Same Within the Boundaries of the City of Newport, Tennessee 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-10 to Annex Certain Territory Upon Written Consent 

of the Owners and to Incorporate the Same Within the Boundaries of the City of Newport, 

Tennessee.  This resolution is for two properties: property located at 1220 Golf Course Road, 

further described as tax parcel 065 059.00and property located at Tucson Road, further 

described as tax parcel 065 028.04.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve Resolution 

#2025-10 to Annex Certain Territory Upon Written Consent of the Owners and to Incorporate 

the Same Within the Boundaries of the City of Newport, Tennessee.  

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Purchase of Tip Brown Property 

 

 Consideration of Purchase of Tip Brown Property.  Tip Brown’s property located at 334 

East Main Street with the asking price of $100,000.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve the purchase 

of Tip Brown Property located at 334 East Main Street for the amount of $100,000.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Audit Contract for the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of Annual Audit Contract between Brown, Jake, & McDaniel and the City 

of Newport.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve the 

Annual Audit Contract between Brown, Jake, & McDaniel and the City of Newport.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Allowing the Police Department to Apply for Safety First Grant 

 

 Consideration of Allowing the Police Department to Apply for Safety First Grant.  The 

Police Department has requested to apply with Norfolk Southern Railroad for the Safety-First 

Grant in the amount of $15,000 with no match from the City.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan to approve 

Allowing the Police Department to Apply with Norfolk Southern Railroad for the Safety-First 

Grant in the amount of $15,000 with no match from the City.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Downtown Play Date 

 

 Consideration of Downtown Play Date.  Newport Main Street has requested the 2nd 

annual Downtown Play Date behind City Hall on July 19th from 10-2:00 pm with a rain date of 

July 26th.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball to approve 

Downtown Play Date behind City Hall on July 19th from 10-2:00 pm with a rain date of July 

26th.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Bids 

 

Annual Paving for Fiscal Year 2025-26 

 

 Consideration of Bids for Annual Paving for Fiscal Year 2025-26.  The Street 

Department only had one bid from Newport Paving & Ready Mix. 

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Smith, to approve the bid for 

the Annual Paving for Fiscal Year 2025-26 from Newport Paving & Ready Mix.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Playground Equipment for City Park 

 

 Consideration of bids for Playground Equipment for City Park.  Parks & Recreation is 

asking for five pieces of playground equipment from Miracle Playground in the amount of 

$15,405 on a Sourcewell state bid. 

 

 Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve bid for 

five pieces of playground equipment from Miracle Playground in the amount of $15,405 on a 

Sourcewell state bid. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  
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Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Comments From Citizens  

 

 James Bailey asked when the public hearing would be & if the Board would vote for the 

annexation on that date.  Mr. Finchum stated the special called meeting for annexation will be 

June 30th at 5:30 pm.   The public hearing will be first followed by the special called meeting for 

the vote for annexation.   

 Suzanna Webb asked when the laws changed for the annexation from the state.  Mr. 

Carver stated in 2014.   

 Lisa Rick asked how many people in the audience paid taxes in the city.   

 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion 

was made by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger adjourned the meeting. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Roland Dykes, III  

 

_____________________________________ 

James Finchum, City Administrator 

 

RET 


