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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING  

JUNE 1, 2026 
 

 

June 1, 2026 

 

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall 

Council Chambers on Tuesday, June 1, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. in a Special Called Meeting. 

 

 Alderman Randy Ragan led the invocation.  Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger led the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

The following officials were present:  Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Alderman Mike Hansel, 

Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, City Administrator James Finchum and 

City Attorney Terry Hurst.  

 

The following officials were not present: Vice Mayor Connie Ball and Alderman Steve 

Smith, 

 

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum. 

 

Mayor Dyes asked to suspend the rules and add to the agenda the request from TN Picnic 

Association to hold their annual Juneteenth program at the Tanner building.   

 

Motion by Alderman Ragan and seconded by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 

suspending the rules and adding to the agenda the request from TN Picnic Association to hold 

their annual Juneteenth program at the Tanner building.   

 

All Ayes - Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

New Business  

 

Resolution #2026-09 of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Newport, 

Tennessee approving a contribution agreement with the Industrial Development Board of 

the City of Newport and Cocke County, Tennessee and expressing support for the 

downtown Revitalization Program 
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Consideration of Resolution #2026-09 of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City 

of Newport, Tennessee approving a contribution agreement with the Industrial Development 

Board of the City of Newport and Cocke County, Tennessee and expressing support for the 

downtown Revitalization Program.  Alderwoman Ottinger asked if this was for the original 

amount.  City Administrator Finchum stated no, there were more funds in the amount of $50,000 

for Mike McCarterthat might qualify.  The total amount of funds in this resolution is $550,000 

for the downtown revitalization program.   

 

Motion by Alderman Hansel and seconded by Alderman Ragan, to approve Resolution 

#2026-09 of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Newport, Tennessee approving a 

contribution agreement with the Industrial Development Board of the City of Newport and 

Cocke County, Tennessee and expressing support for the downtown Revitalization Program.   

 

Roll Call  

Alderman Hansel  Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye   

Alderman Ragan Aye  

 

All Ayes - Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

TN Picnic Association to Hold the Annual Juneteenth Program at the Tanner Building 

 

 Consideration of request TN Picnic Association to hold the annual Juneteenth program at 

the Tanner building.  TN Picnic Association is bonded and insured.  This event will be held on 

June 14th, the Sunday before Juneteenth.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve TN 

Picnic Association to hold the annual Juneteenth program at the Tanner building.  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion 

was made by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Hansel adjourned the meeting. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Roland Dykes, III  

 

_____________________________________ 

James Finchum, City Administrator 

 

RET 


