
Minutes of the Regular, Monthly Meeting of  

the Newport Board of Zoning Appeals 

June 23, 2026 

 

Call to Order 

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals met Tuesday, June 23, 2026 at 3:30 p.m. in the City Council 

room at Newport City Hall, 300 East Main Street, Newport, Tennessee.  Chairman Cecil Gilland called 

the meeting to order and welcomed those Planners present: Randall Freeman, Alexis Greene, and 

Steve Smith. 

 

Also present was Gary Carver, Community Development Director, Halle Hommel, 

Community Development Assistant; Grant Webb, Buildings & Codes; Kathryn Baldwin, East 

Tennessee Development District Advisor; and other interested citizens. 

 

Minutes 

 

Minutes of May 26, 2026 meeting was approved as submitted, after motion by Cecil Gilland 

and seconded by Randall Freeman.  The minutes were approved unanimously.   

 

Variance for 340/344 Filbert Street 

 

Consideration of a 5-foot variance request for 340/344 Filbert Street. The lots will be 

subdivide into two lots and the corner lot will need a 5-foot side yard variance to meet corner lot 

setback requirements.  Variance on lot size for both lots will be needed since they will be under 

7,500-foot minimum once subdivided.  Lot one needs a 7-foot front yard variance and a 5-foot 

side yard variance.  Lot two needs a 12-foot front yard variance and a 5-foot side yard variance.   

Motion was made by Cecil Gilland and second by Steve Smith to approve the requested 

variance for 340/344 Filbert Street for lot one a 7-foot front yard variance and a 5-foot side yard 

variance and for Lot two a 12-foot front yard variance and a 5-foot side yard variance.  Approval 

of request was unanimous.  

 

Variance for 663/667 6th Street 

 

Consideration of a variance request for 663/667 6th Street. The lots will be subdivide into 

two lots and needs a variance on lot A as structure sits too close to the property line.  Lot A needs 

a 7-foot front yard variance and a 7-foot side yard variance.    

Motion was made by Cecil Gilland and second by Randall Freeman to approve the 

variance for 663/667 6th Street for a 7-foot front yard variance and a 7-foot side yard variance.  

Approval of request was unanimous.  

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, it was adjourned. 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Executive Assistant Regina Thornton 

 

Approved _______________________________ 

Secretary, BZA 

 

Date      _______________________________ 



 

 

Minutes of the Regular, Monthly Meeting of  

the Newport Regional Planning Commission 

     June 23, 2026 

 

Chairman Gilland reconvened the meeting as Newport Regional Planning Commission. 

 

Minutes 

 

Minutes of May 26, 2026, meeting was approved as submitted, after motion by Cecil 

Gillandand seconded by Randall Freeman.  The minutes were approved unanimously.   

 

Plan of Service for 1300 Splashway Road  

 

Consideration of plan service and annexation into the City of Newport on 1300 Splashway 

Road for Josh Clark, a developer working with Junior Hommel for residential development.   

Motion was made by Cecil Gilland and second by Alexis Greene to approve the plan of 

service and annexation into the City of Newport on 1300 Splashway Road.  Approval of request 

was unanimous.  

 

 

R-3 Zone Guidelines  

 

Discussion of draft prepared by staff of R-3 Zone that allows for more dense residential 

development.   

No action was taken.  

 

 

CDBG Disaster Relief  

 

Consideration of Resolution for CDBG Disaster Relief.  This is a grant proposal deadline 

that will occur before the next city council meeting.  The requirement of the proposal requires a 

resolution from the city.  The Planning Commission can approve the resolution to be passed to the 

City Council for consideration as we do with many other resolutions.  This will allow our 

proposal to be submitted before the deadline is passed and City Council will approve property in 

their July meeting.   

 

Motion was made by Cecil Gilland and second by Randall Freeman to approve the 

Resolution for CDBG Disaster Relief, the resolution for hiring an engineer and resolution hiring 

administration as submitted.  Approval of request was unanimous.  

 

 

Minutes prepared by Executive Assistant Regina Thornton 

 

Approved _________________________________ 

Secretary, NRPC 

Date      __________________________________ 


