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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 

SPECIAL CALLED 

JUNE 30, 2025 
 

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for Resolution #2025-10 to Annex 

Certain Territory Upon Written Consent of the Owners and to Incorporate the Same Within the 

Boundaries of the City of Newport, Tennessee.   

John Bell said the property lines do not adjoin to city boundaries.  He had a copy of the 

zoning map.  Mr. Bell stated the owners on the property had requested to be zoned as industrial 

but the letter of request for annexation from their attorney stated for mining, agriculture and 

housing.  Mr. Bell asked to say no to the vote. 

Geraldine Ridens stated she thinks you should do everything possible to save the golf 

course.   

Dennis Williams worked in the pro shop until it closed.  The golf course was the best 

thing that ever happened to us.   

Tommy Smith stated this is no cost to the city to annex in two properties with revenue 

coming in from property tax.   

Susane Webb gave pros & cons of requested annexation.  Ms. Webb asked to please 

consider voting for progress and a new way of looking at things.     

Phil Haddad stated his property adjoins the quarry.  Mr. Haddad stated he thinks the golf 

course is important to the community.  Mr. Haddad has concerns about the quarry in the city.  

Mr. Haddad asked the board to vote no on this resolution.   

Dan Bryant, county commissioner, stated the partnership lured these people here to invest 

their money, they invested their money and then was regulated so they couldn’t do business.  Mr. 

Bryant stated these people have been treated badly.  Mr. Bryant stated he was for the annexation.  

He stated the board has the authority to change this.   

Cynthia Hart stated it was wrong to do what has been done to these people.  Ms. Hart 

encouraged the board to do the right thing.   

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing. 

 

 

June 30, 2025 

 

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall 

Council Chambers on Tuesday, June 30, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session. 

 

 Vice Mayor Ball led the invocation.  Alderman Hansel led the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag of the United States of America.  

 

The following officials were present:  Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie 

Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, 

Alderman Steve Smith, City Attorney Terry Hurst, and City Administrator James Finchum. 

 

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum. 

 

Old Business  

 
Resolution #2025-10 to Annex Certain Territory Upon Written Consent of the Owners and to 

Incorporate the Same Within the Boundaries of the City of Newport, Tennessee 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-10 to Annex Certain Territory Upon Written Consent 

of the Owners and to Incorporate the Same Within the Boundaries of the City of Newport, 

Tennessee.  This resolution is for two properties: property located at 1220 Golf Course Road, 

further described as tax parcel 065 059.00and property located at Tucson Road, further 

described as tax parcel 065 028.04.   

 Vice Mayor Ball asked Community Development Director Gary Carver for 

information on this annexation.  Mr. Carver stated the quarry was regulated by TDEC.  
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TDEC has given the mining permit and inspections.  Mr. Carver stated that property owner 

Ian Holback with city officials Mayor Roland Dykes and City Administrator James Finchum 

signed a memorandum of understating before the meeting to agree to resume operations of 

the golf course.  If Mr. Holback cannot run the golf course, he will lease it to a third party or 

give the city 90 days.  Mr. Holback stated he would never turn the golf course into a quarry.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve Resolution 

#2025-10 to Annex Certain Territory Upon Written Consent of the Owners and to Incorporate 

the Same Within the Boundaries of the City of Newport, Tennessee.  

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger apologized and stated she was for the golf course, but she could not vote 

for the quarry.   

Alderwoman Ottinger Nay  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion 

was made by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball adjourned the meeting. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Roland Dykes, III  

 

_____________________________________ 

James Finchum, City Administrator 

 

RET 


