MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN
REGULAR SESSION
JUNE 9, 2026

Public Hearing

Vice Mayor Ball opened the public hearing for consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance
#2026-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport Fiscal Year 2025-26. There was no one
to comment.

Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance #2026-03 Budget Amendment for Newport
Grammar School Fiscal Year 2025-26. There was no one to comment.

Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordnance #2026-04 Budget for the City of Newport for
Fiscal Year 2026-27. There was no one to comment.

Vice Mayor Ball closed the public hearing.

June 9, 2026

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall
Council Chambers on Tuesday, June 9, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session.

Alderman Randy Ragan led the invocation. Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger led the
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

The following officials were present: Vice Mayor Connie Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel,
Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, Alderman Steve Smith, City
Administrator James Finchum and City Attorney Terry Hurst.

The following officials were not present: Mayor Roland Dykes, III.

Vice Mayor Ball declared a Quorum.

Minutes

May 12, 2026 Regular Session

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, for minutes of the
May 12, 2026 Regular Session to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Vice Mayor Ball declared the motion passed and approved.



Proclamations and/or Recognition of Citizens by the Mavor

Vice Mayor Ball presented the Cocke County Lady Red Basketball team with a
proclamation for being Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association State Tournament
Finalists.

Vice Mayor Ball presented Cocke County Lady Red Softball Team with a proclamation
for being Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association Softball Finalists.

Vice Mayor Ball presented Cocke County Wrestling Team with a proclamation for 2025-
2026 Cocke County High School Wrestling season saw many individual and team
accomplishments.

Vice Mayor Ball presented Cocke County Track and Field Runner Ayden Burke
proclamation for earning the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association All-State
Honors.

Vice Mayor Ball presented Carson Newman University Dance Team Member Taelyr Ball
proclamation for MVP Dancer of the Year.

Communications from the City Administrator

City Administrator James Finchum reported the traffic light at the Love’s Travel Center
intersection turn arrow not connected. Mr. Finchum is looking into the cost of repairing the
arrow turning light. With eleven loops at this intersection, Mr. Finchum is looking at camera
censors as vehicles approach. Mr. Finchum stated he is looking at which would be better for the
cost.

Parks & Recreation Director Tim Dockery gave a report on the city park pool opening.
Mr. Dockery stated the pool is usually opens by Memorial Day weekend. The liner of the pool
had to be replaced. Due to the weather, the company pulled their workers. Mr. Dockery has had
his people helping the worker with the liner to get the pool open as soon as possible. Mr.
Dockery stated could possibility be opened by June 15% if everything goes good and the weather
is good.

Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees

Appointment to the Newport Regional Planning Commission — Cecil Gilland’s Term

Consideration of Re-Appointment to the Newport Regional Planning Commission
— Cecil Gilland.

Motion by Alderman Smith and seconded by Alderman Hansel, to re-appoint
Cecil Gilland to the Newport Regional Planning Commission.

All Ayes - Vice Mayor Ball declared the motion passed and approved.
Old Business

2" Reading of Ordinance #2026-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport Fiscal
Year 2025-26




Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance #2026-02 Budget Amendment for the City of
Newport Fiscal Year 2025-26.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and seconded by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2"
Reading of Ordinance #2026-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport Fiscal Year 2025-
26.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes - Vice Mayor Ball declared the motion passed and approved.

2" Reading of Ordinance #2026-03 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School
Fiscal Year 2025-26

Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance #2026-03 Budget Amendment for Newport
Grammar School Fiscal Year 2025-26.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 2"
Reading of Ordinance #2026-03 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School Fiscal Year
2025-26.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes - Vice Mayor Ball declared the motion passed and approved.

2" Reading of Ordnance #2026-04 Budget for the City of Newport for Fiscal Year 2026-27

Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordnance #2026-04 Budget for the City of Newport for
Fiscal Year 2026-27.

Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye



Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2™ Reading
of Ordnance #2026-04 Budget for the City of Newport for Fiscal Year 2026-27.

All Ayes - Vice Mayor Ball declared the motion passed and approved.
New Business

Resolution #2026-10 Temporarily Amending the City's Fireworks Regulations for the
Commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of American Independence

Consideration of Resolution #2026-10 Temporarily Amending the City's Fireworks
Regulations for the Commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of American Independence. This
resolution temporarily aligns the City of Newport's fireworks sales regulations with Tennessee
Senate Bill 1964, which was enacted to commemorate the 250th Anniversary of American
Independence. By adopting this resolution, Newport will allow the same sales periods
authorized by the State of Tennessee while maintaining all local permitting, fire safety, and
enforcement requirements. This is temporary and will automatically expire on February 1, 2027.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Resolution #2026-10 Temporarily Amending the City's Fireworks Regulations for the Commemoration
of the 250th Anniversary of American Independence.

All Ayes- Vice Mayor Ball declared the motion passed and approved.
Authorization of Applying for TN Department of Disability and Aging Grant

Consideration of Authorization of applying for the TN Department of Disability and Aging
Grant for Park to Float Grant. This is for a maximum of $10,000 with no match.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Authorization of applying for the TN Department of Disability and Aging Grant for Park to Float Grant.

All Ayes- Vice Mayor Ball declared the motion passed and approved.

Authorization for The Police Department to Apply for SRO Grant

Consideration of Authorization for The Police Department to Apply for SRO Grant. This
annual grant is for school resource officer in the amount of $75,000 with no match.

Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Authorization for The Police Department to Apply for SRO Grant.

All Ayes- Vice Mayor Ball declared the motion passed and approved.

Bids



Engine 5 Pump Repair for The Fire Department

Consideration of Bids for Engine 5 Pump Repair for The Fire Department. There were
two bids submitted: Driven Fire Trucks in the amount of $14,445.33 and Safe Industries in the
amount of $10,580.97. Fire Chief Jeremy Shelton recommended Safe Industries in the amount

of $10,580.97 and asked for a contingency amount not to exceed $3,000 for a total amount of
$13, 580.97.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger to approve the Bid
for Engine 5 Pump Repair for the Fire Department from Safe Industries in the amount of
$10,580.97 and asked for a contingency amount not to exceed $3,000 for a total amount of $13,
580.97.

Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Vice Mayor Ball declared the motion passed and approved.

Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion
was made by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan adjourned the meeting.

Mayor Roland Dykes, III

James Finchum, City Administrator

RET



