MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN
REGULAR SESSION
MARCH 10, 2026

Public Hearing

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2" Reading of
Ordinance #2026-01 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport. There was no one to
comment.

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing.

March 10, 2026

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall
Council Chambers on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session.

Vice Mayor Ball led the invocation. Alderman Randy Ragan led the Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

The following officials were present: Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie
Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderman Randy Ragan, City Administrator James Finchum and
City Attorney Terry Hurst.

The following officials were not present: Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger and Alderman
Steve Smith.

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum.

Minutes

February 10, 2026 Regular Session

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Hansel, for minutes of the
February 10, 2026 Regular Session to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Mayor Dykes congratulated the CCHS Basketball Team for going to State tournament in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee for the third year in a row.



Communications from the City Administrator

City Administrator James Finchum made a correction on the comment he made last
month on the penalty for late audits. Mr. Finchum stated that the penalty for late audits is for
three consecutive outstanding years. Mr. Finchum stated that he had received the letter late on
the day of last month’s meeting and he had misspoken. Mr. Finchum apologized, stating he went
with the information he had received. Mr. Finchum reported there were two letters in the
council’s packets with information about the questions the council had asked about the audit.

Mr. Finchum stated that the charter change in Nashville has failed due to not having the
support to move forward. Mr. Finchum said this is a dead issue that would never have been
approached if Jeremy Faison hadn’t brought it to the council. The City Council had not talked
about the charter change until Mr. Faison called requesting taking to Nashville. Mr. Finchum
stated he would like to put this behind us and move forward.

Mr. Finchum reported on the downtown project for the buildings being torn down by
owners. The program the city has to give property owners money to tear down old buildings was
reported to the comptroller. This program has been frozen until the comptroller investigates.
City Attorney Terry Hurst has sent two letters to explain the program that is legal to do by TCA
codes. The city is waiting for a response from the comptroller before moving forward.

Mr. Finchum reported he has had a personnel issue with an employee not giving his name
to a citizen after being asked. Mr. Finchum told the City Council he was going to amend the
personnel policy in April by adding all city employees have to give their name if asked.

Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees

Re-Appointment to the Beer Board — Derrick Whitson

Consideration of Re-Appointment to the Beer Board — Derrick Whitson. Mayor
Dykes stated Mr. Whitson would like to serve another term. Mayor Dykes re-appointed Mr.
Whitson to the Beer Board for another term.

Cocke County Municipal Solid Waste Planning Region- Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger’s
Term

Discussion of Appointment to Cocke County Municipal Solid Waste Planning
Region- Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger’s Term. Mayor Dykes stated Alderwoman Ottinger
would serve another term to the Cocke County Municipal Solid Waste Planning Region Board.
Mayor Dykes re-appointed Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger to the Cocke County Municipal Solid
Waste Planning Region Board for another term.

Old Business

2" Reading of Ordinance #2026-01 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport

Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance #2026-01 Budget Amendment for the City of
Newport.



Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve 2" Reading
of Ordinance #2026-01 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport.
Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
New Business
Resolution #2026-05 to Annex Certain Territory Upon Written Consent of the Owners and

to Incorporate the Same Within the Boundaries of the City of Newport Tennessee Property
Located Off Rankin Road Owned by Further Described as Tax Map 047 147.02

Consideration of Resolution #2026-05 to Annex Certain Territory Upon Written Consent
of the Owners and to Incorporate the Same Within the Boundaries of the City of Newport
Tennessee Property Located Off Rankin Road Owned by Further Described as Tax Map 047
147.02. This was approved by the Planning Commission on January 27,

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Resolution
#2026-05 to Annex Certain Territory Upon Written Consent of the Owners and to Incorporate
the Same Within the Boundaries of the City of Newport Tennessee Property Located Off Rankin
Road Owned by Further Described as Tax Map 047 147.02.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Newport Fire Department Applying for TN Higshway Safety Grant

Consideration of Authorizing the Newport Fire Department Applying for TN Highway
Safety Grant. Fire Chief Jeremy Shelton stated this grant is in the amount of $12,000 with no
match to purchase roadway safety equipment.

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Authorizing
the Newport Fire Department Applying for TN Highway Safety Grant.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Newport Farmer’s Market Applyving for the TN Agricultural Enhancement Grant

Consideration of Authorizing the Newport Farmer’s Market Applying for the TN
Agricultural Enhancement Grant. Farmer’s Market Coordinator Regina Thornton stated this is an
annual grant that helps with advertisement and supplies for the market. The grant is in the
amount of $1,500 with no match. The market has two locations this season, city hall parking lot
on Saturdays and the old police department parking lot on Wednesdays, that makes the market
eligible to apply for two separate grants that if approved will be in the amount of $3,000.



Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve Authorizing
the Newport Farmer’s Market Applying for two of the TN Agricultural Enhancement Grants for
both locations’ city hall parking lot on Saturdays and the old police department parking lot on
Wednesdays.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Authorizing Food Trucks at the Newport Famer’s Market

Consideration of Authorizing Food Trucks at the Newport Famer’s Market. Farmer’s
Market Coordinator Regina Thornton asked to allow food trucks to be at the Wednesday market
only. Ms. Thornton stated there was a policy for food trucks with the request. The policy
presented has been approved by MTAS, City Attorney Hurst, Mr. Finchum and Ms. Matthews.

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve Authorizing
Food Trucks at the Newport Famer’s Market and the Food Truck Policy for the Farmer’s Market.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Engineering & Architect Services for Parks & Recreation

Consideration of Request to Sign a Contract with McGill & Associates for Engineering &
Architect Services for Parks & Recreation. Parks & Recreation Director Tim Dockery stated he
had issued “request of qualifications” for professional services for engineering and architectural
services for upcoming projections. Mr. Dockery has asked to hire McGill & Associates for
professional services for engineering and architectural services for upcoming projections

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve Request to
Sign a Contract with McGill & Associates for Engineering & Architect Services for Parks &
Recreation.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
Bids

Repair of Outdoor Pool at Newport City Park

Consideration of Bids for Repair of Outdoor Pool at Newport City Park. Parks &
Recreation Director Tim Dockery advertised bids for repairing the pool liner at the outdoor pool
at the city park. There was only one bid from Reno Systems in the amount of $19,729.90. Mr.
Dockery asked to approve an amount of up to $25,000 for any additional unexpected issues or
work.



Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan to approve the Bid for
Repair of Outdoor Pool at Newport City Park from Reno Systems in the amount of $19,729.90
and an amount up to $25,000 for any additional unexpected issues or work.

Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Citizens Comments

Brianna Hogan with Isaiah House 117 of Cocke County gave letters requesting donations
to the City Council.

Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion
was made by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Hansel adjourned the meeting.

Mayor Roland Dykes, III

James Finchum, City Administrator

RET



