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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 

REGULAR SESSION 

MARCH 11, 2025 
 

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2nd Reading of 

Ordinance #2025-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport.  There was no one to 

comment.  

Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-03 Budget Amendment for Newport 

Grammar School.  There was no one to comment. 

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing. 

 

March 11, 2025 

 

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall 

Council Chambers on Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session. 

 

 Vice Mayor Ball led the invocation.  Alderman Ragan led the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag of the United States of America.  

 

The following officials were present:  Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie 

Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, City 

Attorney Terry Hurst, and City Administrator James Finchum. 

 

The following officials were not present: Alderman Steve Smith. 

 

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum. 

 

Minutes 

 

February 11, 2025 Regular Session  

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, for minutes of the 

February 11, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Communications from the City Administrator  

 

City Administrator James Finchum stated there will be a litter pick up on Saturday, 

March 15th.  Mr. Finchum stated the city’s logo on the front of city hall was blown off the 

building.  We are going to clean it up to see if it’s salvageable or maybe replace it.   
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Vice Mayor Ball asked about the update on opening the street behind Conagra.  Mr. 

Finchum stated he has learned from the federal government that the fence can be moved.  It’s a 

new law after 9-11 that around where food manufactured the facility must be secured.   

 

Old Business 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-02 Budget Amendment for the City of 

Newport.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 2nd 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-03 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-03 Budget Amendment for Newport 

Grammar School.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve 2nd Reading 

of Ordinance #2025-03 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

New Business  

 

Resolution #2025-04 Authorizing the City of Newport to Apply for the Signal 

Modernization Grant 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-04 Authorizing the City of Newport to Apply for the 

Signal Modernization Grant.  Newport Police Department and Community Development are 

partnering to apply for the Tennessee Signal Modernization Program. This will provide signal 
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timing optimization and the opportunity to upgrade some equipment in any existing traffic 

signals located on 25/70 or 321. This is a 100% funded grant and has no local match.  

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 

Resolution #2025-04 Authorizing the City of Newport to Apply for the Signal Modernization 

Grant. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Resolution #2025-05 Agreement with TDOT to Upgrade Signal Crossing at Fairview Street 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-05 Agreement with TDOT to Upgrade Signal 

Crossing at Fairview Street.  TDOT has requested we do a safety upgrade at the Fairview St at a 

90/10 split of the cost between them and us. This is similar to the signal upgrade at Main Street 

and Mims from a couple years ago.  

 

 Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 

Resolution #2025-05 Agreement with TDOT to Upgrade Signal Crossing at Fairview Street. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Resolution #2025-06 Hiring Administration Services for Downtown Stormwater Project 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-06 Hiring Administration Services for Downtown 

Stormwater Project.  This is a resolution to hire administrative services for the CDBG grant that 

we will be applying for. This is a new requirement to hire firms before the application is 

submitted. We will not be charged for services if our CDBG - for stormwater mitigation - is not 

chosen for funding. We recommend hiring Community Development Partners for this project 

considering their familiarity with the project and their administrative services through the first 

phase. 

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve Resolution 

#2025-06 Hiring Administration Services for Downtown Stormwater Project. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Resolution #2025-07 Hiring Engineering Services for Downtown Stormwater Project 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-07 Hiring Engineering Services for Downtown 

Stormwater Project.  This is a resolution to hire professional engineering services for the CDBG 

grant that we will be applying for. This is a new requirement to hire firms before the application 

is submitted. We will not be charged for services if our CDBG - for stormwater mitigation - is 

not chosen for funding. We recommend hiring Mattern & Craig for this project considering their 

familiarity with the project and their administrative services through the first phase. 
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 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 

Resolution #2025-07 Hiring Engineering Services for Downtown Stormwater Project.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Replacing Ammunition for the Newport Police Department 

 

 Consideration of Replacing Ammunition for the Newport Police Department. Chief of 

Police Scott Lamb stated during the flood in September that the Police Department lost their 

ammunition.  Chief Lamb is asking to replace the ammunition in the amount of $16,850.57.   

 

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve authorizing 

the Newport Police Department Replacing Ammunition in the amount of $16,850.57.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Hiring a Receptionist/Records Clerk for Newport Police Department 

 

 Consideration of Hiring a Receptionist/Records Clerk for Newport Police Department.  

Chief Lamb stated Renea Grimes is retiring in June.  Chief Lamb asked to hire someone to be 

trained by Ms. Grimes in the months of April, May & June.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Hiring 

a Receptionist/Records Clerk for Newport Police Department.  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Bids 

 

Repair on McSween Avenue – Street Department 

 

 Consideration Bids for Repair on McSween Avenue – Street Department.  There were 

two bids submitted: Complete Construction in the amount of $326,420.15 and Brockwell 

Construction in the amount of $90,558.  Street Superintendent Ben Hicks recommended 

accepting the low bid from Brockwell Construction in the amount of $90,558. 

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve the Bid 

for Repair on McSween Avenue for Brockwell Construction in the amount of $90,558.  
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Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Comments From Citizens  

 

 Rhodes asked the Board about SNAP budget cuts, if they are worried about the effect in 

the community.  Mayor Dykes stated he is not concerned.  Alderwoman Ottinger stated after the 

flood the community took care of each other.   

 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion 

was made by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger adjourned the meeting. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Roland Dykes, III  

 

_____________________________________ 

James Finchum, City Administrator 

 

RET 


