MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN
REGULAR SESSION
MAY 12,2026

May 12, 2026

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall
Council Chambers on Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session.

Alderman Randy Ragan led the invocation. Alderman Mike Hansel led the Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

The following officials were present: Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Alderman Mike Hansel,
Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, Alderman Steve Smith, City
Administrator James Finchum and City Attorney Terry Hurst.

The following officials were not present: Vice Mayor Connie Ball.

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum.

Minutes

April 14, 2026 Regular Session

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the
April 14, 2026 Regular Session to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Communications from the City Administrator

City Administrator James Finchum reported an emergency repair to HVAC at city hall.
Due to the age of the unit, it will take eight (8) weeks to get parts for the system. Mr. Finchum
approved the emergency repair up to § 200,000.

Mr. Finchum announced that the Leadership class has withdrawn their request to hold an
event from the agenda.

Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees




Appointment to the Newport Utilities Board — Dianne Stokely’s Term

Consideration of Appointment to the Newport Utilities Board — Dianne Stokely’s
Term. Nomination for Scott Thornton by Alderwoman Ottinger and seconded by Alderman
Smith.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and seconded by Alderman Smith, to appoint
Scott Thornton to the Newport Utilities Board for Dianne Stokely’s term.

Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Nay
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

3-1.- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Re-Appointment to the Fire Civil Service Board — Amy Ball’s Term

Consideration of Re-Appointment to the Fire Civil Service Board — Amy Ball’s
Term. Board members Willie Green and Jayson Chrisman have voted to retain Amy Ball as the
third member of the Newport Fire Department Civil Service Board, and she has accepted the
position.

Appointment to the Library Board — Mischelle Black’s Term

Consideration of Appointment to the Library Board — Mischelle Black’s Term.
The Cocke County Library Board recommends Kim Lester to be appointed for Mischelle Black’s
term.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and seconded by Alderman Ragan, to appoint
Kim Lester to the Cocke County Library Board for Mischelle Black’s term.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes - Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
New Business

1%t Reading of Ordinance #2026-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport Fiscal Year
2025-26

Consideration of 1% Reading of Ordinance #2026-02 Budget Amendment for the City of
Newport Fiscal Year 2025-26.



Motion by Alderman Ragan and seconded by Alderman Smith, to approve 1% Reading of
Ordinance #2026-02 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport Fiscal Year 2025-26.
Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes - Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

15t Reading of Ordinance #2026-03 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School
Fiscal Year 2025-26

Consideration of 1% Reading of Ordinance #2026-03 Budget Amendment for Newport
Grammar School Fiscal Year 2025-26.

Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 1
Reading of Ordinance #2026-03 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School Fiscal Year
2025-26.

Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

15t Reading of Ordnance #2026-04 Budget for the City of Newport for Fiscal Year 2026-27

Consideration of 1% Reading of Ordnance #2026-04 Budget for the City of Newport for
Fiscal Year 2026-27.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 1
Reading of Ordnance #2026-04 Budget for the City of Newport for Fiscal Year 2026-27.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Resolution #2026-08 Hiring Engineering and Planning Services for the Safe Streets for All
Grant

Consideration of Resolution #2026-08 Hiring Engineering and Planning Services for the
Safe Streets for All Grant. The City of Newport applied for and accepted Safe Streets for all
planning grants. This will provide planning documents that will help us for the next 10-15 years
to procure transportation infrastructure grants and other funding from state and federal sources.
This requires a consultant for planning and engineering services. The state recommended
AECOM for this project.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Resolution #2026-08 Hiring Engineering and Planning Services for the Safe Streets for All Grant
Hiring AECOM.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Audit Contract Between Brown Jake & McDaniel and the City of Newport

Consideration of Audit Contract Between Brown Jake & McDaniel and the City of
Newport.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Audit
Contract Between Brown Jake & McDaniel and the City of Newport.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Alderman Smith Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Amending the Newport Police Department General Orders by Adding Utility Vehicles

Consideration of Amending the Newport Police Department General Orders by Adding
Utility Vehicles.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Amending the Newport Police Department General Orders by Adding Utility Vehicles.



Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Annual TDOT Maintenance Agreement

Consideration of Annual TDOT Maintenance Agreement. This contract is the same as
2025-26 with the amount of $62,032.15. This contract is written as a twenty-four (24) month
contract instead of a twelve (12) month contract as requested by the leadership of Nashville.

Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Annual
TDOT Maintenance Agreement as written.

Roll Call

Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Cocke County Chamber to Host Annual Events for 2026

Consideration of Cocke County Chamber to Host Annual Events for 2026. The Cocke
County Partnership has requested the following events in the city: Rhythm on the River Concert
Series May 28", June 11", June 25%, July 9™ and July 23™ behind city hall; Newport Harvest
Festival October 3™ and 4"; and Christmas Parade December 4.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Cocke
County Chamber to Host Annual Events for 2026.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
Bids

Dump Truck for the Street Department

Consideration of Bids for a Dump Truck for the Street Department. The Sourcewell
Contract bid for a 2026 International Dump Truck in the amount of $111,329.35 from Thomas
Truck Group.



Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderwoman Ottinger to approve the Bid
for Dump Truck for the Street Department from Thomas Truck Group in the amount of
$111,329.35.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Snowplow for Dump Truck

Consideration of Bids for a snowplow for an approved dump truck. The Sourcewell
Contract bid for a snowplow for the approved dump truck in the amount of $11,181.09 from Joe
Johnson Equipment.

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan to approve the Bid from
Sourcewell bid for the Street Department from Joe Johnson Equipment in the amount of
$11,181.09.

Roll Call
Alderman Hansel Aye
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye

Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Citizens Comments

Jacob Meadows from Youth Diligent Group asked City Council to consider help with the
need for foster parents in our community.

Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion
was made by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger adjourned the meeting.

Mayor Roland Dykes, 111

James Finchum, City Administrator
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