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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 

REGULAR SESSION 

MAY 13, 2025 
 

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2nd Reading of 

Ordinance #2025-04 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport.  There was no one to 

comment.  

Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-05 Rezoning Property on West 

Highway 25/70 from Agricultural to Commercial.  There was no one to comment. 

Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-06 Amending the City of Newport’s 

Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 5, Section 501 to Add the New Section “Overlay Districts”.  There 

was no one to comment. 

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing. 

 

 

April 8, 2025 

 

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall 

Council Chambers on Tuesday, May 13, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session. 

 

 Alderman Ragan led the invocation.  Alderman Hansel led the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag of the United States of America.  

 

The following officials were present:  Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie 

Ball, Alderman Mike Hansel, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, 

Alderman Steve Smith, City Attorney Terry Hurst, and City Administrator James Finchum. 

 

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum. 

 

Minutes 

 

April 8, 2025 Regular Session  

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, for minutes of the 

April 8, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Communications from the City Administrator  

 

City Administrator James Finchum gave a report on the Farmer’s Market.  Mr. Finchum 

stated the Farmer’s Market is doing good with most vendors selling out before noon.  We’ve had 

to order more canopies and tables due to adding more vendors.  Mr. Finchum stated he was 

pleased with the outcome of the market.  

 Mr. Finchum reported that former Alderman Jeff Fancher is recovering from a triple 

bypass surgery and is doing well.   

 Vice Mayor Ball asked about the plans for the Wu Holdings properties downtown.  Wu 

Holdings are currently trying to sell and has a buyer for main street lots but the church is a 

separate deal.   

 

Old Business  

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-04 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-04 Budget Amendment for the City of 

Newport.  

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 2nd 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-04 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye 

Vice Mayor Ball  Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-05 Rezoning Property on West Highway 25/70 from 

Agricultural to Commercial 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-05 Rezoning Property on West 

Highway 25/70 from Agricultural to Commercial.  

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2nd 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-05 Rezoning Property on West Highway 25/70 from Agricultural to 

Commercial. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  
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Alderman Smith Aye 

Vice Mayor Ball  Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-06 Amending the City of Newport’s Zoning Ordinance, 

Chapter 5, Section 501 to Add the New Section “Overlay Districts” 

 

 Consideration of 2nd Reading of Ordinance #2025-06 Amending the City of Newport’s 

Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 5, Section 501 to Add the New Section “Overlay Districts”.  

Community Development Director Gary Carver stated this is to review and consideration of an 

ordinance to amend the Newport Municipal Zoning Ordinance to create overlay districts within 

the city limits and to further create the first overlay district, the CA-1, Commercial Advertising 

District. 

 

 Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 2nd Reading 

of Ordinance #2025-06 Amending the City of Newport’s Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 5, Section 

501 to Add the New Section “Overlay Districts”. 

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye 

Vice Mayor Ball  Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

New Business  

 

Audit – Brown, Jake, & McDaniels 

 

 Discussion of Audit – Brown, Jake, & McDaniels.  Auditor Frank McDaniels gave a 

report to City Council on audit for fiscal year 23-24.  Mr. McDaniels stated this is a clean audit 

with no findings.  Mr. McDaniels praised Finance Director Tina Matthews and her staff for 

working so hard on keeping the finances so good.   

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025- 07 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025- 07 Budget Amendment for the City of 

Newport.   

 

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve of 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #2025- 07 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport.   
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Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025- 08 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025- 08 Budget Amendment for Newport 

Grammar School.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hanseland second by Alderman Smith, to approve 1st Reading 

of Ordinance #2025- 08 Budget Amendment for Newport Grammar School.  

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025- 09 Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025- 09 Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26.  

Alderman Ragan stated he didn’t agree with the Kelly days in the budget.  Mr. Ragan said his 

goal was to next year to do away with it.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #2025- 09 Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26.  

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-10 Amending the Zoning Ordinance Replacing 

Landscaping Regulations 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-10 Amending the Zoning Ordinance 

Replacing Landscaping Regulations.  After review by planning commission, a set of regulations 

has been recommended that would replace the section of the current Zoning Ordinance and 

provide more detailed guidelines in the landscape requirements. 

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-10 Amending the Zoning Ordinance Replacing Landscaping 

Regulations.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Resolution #2025-09 Adopting Hampton Way as City Street 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-09 Adopting Hampton Way as City Street.  A replat 

of the properties on and around the Hampton and Holiday Inn will require street frontage on 

Hampton Way, which is not officially a city street. Accepting it as a street will allow the replat of 

the lots and make the lot fronting Cosby Highway (next to Waffle House) more marketable. 

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan to approve 

Resolution #2025-09 Adopting Hampton Way as City Street.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Chamber Annual Events for 2025 

 

 Consideration of Chamber Annual Events for 2025.  Chamber events for this year are 

Rhythm on the River, Harvest Street Festival and Christmas parade.    

 

 Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger to approve 

Chamber annual events.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Annual Road Maintenance Contract Between TDOT and the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of Annual Road Maintenance Contract Between TDOT and the City of 

Newport.  This year’s contract is the same as last year in the amount of $62,032.15.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Hansel to approve Annual 

Road Maintenance Contract Between TDOT and the City of Newport.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Hiring an Architect for the Police Department and Animal Control 

 

 Consideration of Hiring an Architect for the new Police Department and Animal Control.  

SRA Architects, Inc, sent their qualifications for review for the Police Department and Animal 

Control buildings.  The City has used SRA Architects, Inc in the pass on other projects.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan to approve Hiring SRA 

Architects, Inc. for the new Police Department and Animal Control.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Bids 

 

Repair Brush Truck for the Street Department 

 

 Consideration of Bids for Repair Brush Truck for the Street Department.  There was only 

one bid from CMI Equipment in the amount of $12,633.11.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Smith and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve the bid for 

Repair Brush Truck for the Street Department from CMI Equipment in the amount of 

$12,633.11.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 
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Pickup Truck for the Street Department 

 

 Consideration of bids for Pickup Truck for the Street Department.  There was only one 

bid from Stinnett Chevrolet for a 2016 Ram 2500 Tradesman Crew Long Bed in the amount of 

$23,950.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve bid for a 

Pickup Truck for the Street Department from Stinnett Chevrolet for a 2016 Ram 2500 

Tradesman Crew Long Bed in the amount of $23,950.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

 

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Storage Building for Tanner Building 

 

 Consideration Bids for Storage Building for Tanner Building.  There was only one bid to 

build a storage building for Tanner from Custom Crafted Construction in the amount of $41,086.  

 

 Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve bids for 

a Storage Building for Tanner Building from Custom Crafted Construction in the amount of 

$41,086.  

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Painting the Walls and Trim at Tanner Building 

 

 Consideration Bids for Painting the Walls and Trim at Tanner Building.  This is for 

painting walls, trim, and chair rails for the 2nd floor of the Tanner Building.  There were two bids 

submitted: Custom Craft Construction in the amount of $38,329 and Reed Painting in the amount 

of $15,798.   
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 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve bids 

for Painting the Walls, Trim, and Chair rails at Tanner Building from Read Painting in the 

amount of $15,798.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Sewer Replacement at Tanner Building 

 

 Consideration Bids for Sewer Replacement at Tanner Building.  The sewer issues at 

Tanner Building have been ongoing with several professional commercial plumbers’ opinions to 

replace the sewer pipes and properly stabilize them to prevent changes in slope.  There were two 

bids submitted: Custom Crafted Construction in the amount of $80,150 and Teddy Jones 

Construction in the amount of $ 39,000.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Smith, to approve bids for 

Sewer Replacement at Tanner Building from Teddy Jones Construction in the amount of 

$39,000.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Self-Contained Breathing Equipment for the Fire Department 

 

 Consideration Bids for Self-Contained Breathing Equipment for the Fire Department.  

Request for purchase of one air cart, two air bottles, air hose, and four rescue packs for hazmat 

and confined space rescue.  The state bid will be made through Municipal Emergency Services 

using Sourcewell in the amount of $23,483.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve bids 

for Self-Contained Breathing Equipment for the Fire Department from Municipal Emergency 

Services using Sourcewell in the amount of $23,483.   

 

Roll Call 
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Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Community Center Gym Refinish 

 

 Consideration Bids for the Community Center Gym Refinish.  There was only one bid 

from Carolina Hardwood and Construction Inc, in the amount of $23,148 for the gym floor and 

$996.25 for the racquetball court in the total amount of $24,144.25.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve bids for the 

Community Center Gym Refinish from Carolina Hardwood and Construction Inc, in the amount 

of $23,148 for the gym floor and $996.25 for the racquetball court in the total amount of 

$24,144.25.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  

Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Playground Equipment for Parks & Rec 

 

 Consideration Bids for Several Pieces of Playground Equipment for Parks & Rec.  The 

first items are three musical pieces that are handicapped accessible for the City Park from 

Miracle Playgrounds in the amount of $6,893 and Bluegrass Recreation for two similar pieces in 

the amount of $8,075.54.  The next items are four pieces of playground equipment from 

Sourcewell Contract Miracle Playgrounds in the amount of $21,612.  The request for seven 

playground equipment for the total amount of $28,505 from Miracle Playgrounds.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve bids 

for Playground Equipment for Parks & Rec for seven musical playground equipment for the total 

amount of $28,505 from Miracle Playgrounds.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

Alderman Smith Aye  
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Vice Mayor Ball Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Comments From Citizens  

 

 Mr. Finchum announced Kiwanis just purchased playground equipment for Kiwanis Park 

in the amount of $10,000.  The city will maintain the equipment.  

 Alderwoman Ottinger gave special thanks to Finance Director Tina Matthews for a good 

audit.  Alderwoman Ottinger praised Ms. Matthews and the finance department for doing a great 

job for the city.   

 City Attorney Terry Hurst announced Mayor Dykes was honored by the CCHS softball 

team with the first pitch.  Mr. Hurst stated that Mayor Dykes did an excellent job.  CCHS 

softball team also honored first responders at another game with both Police Chief Scott Lamb 

and Fire Chief Jeremy Shelton successfully pitching.  Mr. Hurst reported this is a historical year 

for the softball team with a chance to go to the state tournament for the first time ever.  

 Parks & Recreation Director Tim Dockery informed the Board of TWRA stocking the 

river with a walleye release behind the old Police Department on May 21st.  

 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion 

was made by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger adjourned the meeting. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Roland Dykes, III  

 

_____________________________________ 

James Finchum, City Administrator 

 

RET 


