Minutes of the Regular, Monthly Meeting of
the Newport Board of Zoning Appeals
May 26, 2026

Call to Order
The Board of Zoning Appeals met Tuesday, May 26, 2026 at 3:30 p.m. in the City Council
room at Newport City Hall, 300 East Main Street, Newport, Tennessee. Chairman Cecil Gilland called
the meeting to order and welcomed those Planners present: Randall Freeman, Terry White, and Alexis
Greene via phone,
Also present was Gary Carver, Community Development Director, Halle Hommel,
Community Development Assistant; Grant Webb, Buildings & Codes; Kathryn Baldwin, East
Tennessee Development District Advisor; and other interested citizens.

Minutes

Minutes of February 24, 2026 meeting was approved as submitted, after motion by Terry
White and seconded by Alexis Greene. The minutes were approved unanimously.

Variance for 130 Riverview Street

Consideration of a variance request for 130 Riverview Street. The variance request is for
a minimum lot size requirement. Custom Craft has purchased a lot on Riverview Street with
intent of constructing a residential unit. They are attempting to obtain a quitclaim property to
make the lot larger. They are requesting a variance to reduce the size of the minimum lot
standard so they can proceed with construction. The unit fits within the standard setbacks.
Custom Craft owns the adjacent lots.

Motion was made by Randall Freeman and second by Terry White to approve the
requested variance for 130 Riverview Street for a minimum lot size requirement. Approval of
request was unanimous.

Variance for 142 Mulberry Street

Consideration of a variance request for 142 Mulberry Street for reduction of the front
setback line. Robert Just has requested a front setback variance for the structure and requires
additional room. He has not returned any neighbor’s letters or signatures approving this request.
This is a corner lot that would require two setbacks. After much discussing, Chairman Gilland
told Mr. Just that the board cannot approve anything without the neighbors agreeing to it.

Motion was made by Terry White and second by Randall Freeman to deny the variance
for 142 Mulberry Street. Denial of request was unanimous.

With no further business to come before the meeting, it was adjourned.

Minutes prepared by Executive Assistant Regina Thornton

Approved




Secretary, BZA

Date




Minutes of the Regular, Monthly Meeting of
the Newport Regional Planning Commission
May 26, 2026
Chairman Gilland reconvened the meeting as Newport Regional Planning Commission.

Minutes

Minutes of February 24, 2026, meeting was approved as submitted, after motion by Randall
Freeman and seconded by Roland Dykes. The minutes were approved unanimously.

Preliminary Plat McSween Springs

Consideration of a preliminary site plan for residential development off McSween Springs
Road. This will be phase II of the development. Construction of Phase I is nearing completion.
Randall Freeman abstained from voting.

Motion was made by Terry White and second by Alexis Greene to approve the
preliminary site plan for residential development off McSween Springs Road. Approval of
request was unanimous.

Concept Plan Off Highway 25/70

Discussion of concept plan for a mixed-use development near KOA Lane off Highway
25/70. Josh Clark, a developer working with Junior Hommel, has submitted a concept plan for a
mixed-use development off KOA Lane & Highway 25/70. The Planning Commission voiced
support for the proposed concept plan.

There was no action taken.

Concept Plan Near KOA Lane

Discussion of concept plan for a mixed-use development near KOA Lane. Josh Clark, a
developer working with Junior Hommel, has submitted a concept plan for a residential
development working off Splashway Road. This will require annexation and is under the urban
growth boundary. The Planning Commission voiced support for the proposed concept plan.

There was no action taken.

Minutes prepared by Executive Assistant Regina Thornton

Approved

Secretary, NRPC
Date




