MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN
REGULAR SESSION
OCTOBER 14, 2025

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2" Reading of
Ordinance #2025-13 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport. There was no one to
comment.

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2" Reading of
Ordinance #2025-14 Budget Amendment for the Newport Grammar School. There was no one
to comment.

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of 2" Reading of
Ordinance # 2025- 15 Amending Title 8 Alcoholic Beverages, Chapter 4 Permits, Adding
Section 4-413, Golf Course Regulations. There was no one to comment.

Mayor Roland Dykes opened the public hearing for consideration of Resolution #2025-
15 Plan of Service for West Highway 25/70 Tax Map 045 024.00. There was no one to
comment.

Mayor Dykes closed the public hearing.

September 9, 2025

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall
Council Chambers on Tuesday, October 14, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session.

Vice Mayor Ball led the invocation. Alderman Hansel led the Pledge of Allegiance to the
flag of the United States of America.

The following officials were present: Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Vice Mayor Connie
Ball, Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, City Administrator James

Finchum and City Attorney Terry Hurst.

The following officials were not present: Alderman Mike Hansel and Alderman Steve
Smith.

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum.
Minutes

September 9, 2025 Regular Session




Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the
September 9, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Communications from the City Administrator

City Administrator James Finchum informed the Board that the November monthly
meeting is on Veteran’s Day this year. Mr. Finchum asked the Board to be thinking about what
they would like to do for November’s meeting.

Mr. Finchum stated for the record he was approached by the county to help pay to pave a
street that is in the city and the county. The cost of paving this street was $30,000 for city and
county to pay half each. Mr. Finchum agreed to this because in the past, it has always been done
like this. There was nothing in writing to the agreement. This was in the Street Departments
budget. After the flood happened, everyone had forgotten about the street. No invoice was ever
sent in for the city to pay. Mr. Finchum received a call asking for the payment for the paving,
but it was in full $30,000. The city paid the full $30,000 because there wasn’t anything in
writing.

Mr. Finchum stated for the record he has received complaints about city property taxes
being more than the counties taxes. Normally the city’s taxes are lower than the county.
Finance Director Tina Matthews explained it was the county’s turn to be reassessed this year.
Ms. Matthews stated the value was higher with this assessment. The comptroller calculates the
total amount of money so the taxes will not be more or less than the previous year. Ms.
Matthews stated the tax rate went down but the assessment was higher.

Community Development Director Gary Carver reported the City of Newport has been
awarded as the 49'" city in the state to be a Main Street Community. This will help us to get
more grants for the city and for businesses.

City Attorney Terry Hurst stated in his opinion the Board could postpone the November
City Council meeting subject to having a called meeting if needed. The City Council agreed to
postpone the November City Council meeting subject to having a called meeting if needed.

Appointment of Boards, Commissions & Committees

Appointment to the Planning Commission — Jim McSween’s Term

Consideration of Appointment to the Planning Commission — Jim McSween’s Term. Mr.
McSween submitted his resignation letter to Mayor Dykes. Staff recommendation to appoint
Attorney Alexis Greene to fill the remaining term of June 2027.

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
appointing Attorney Alexis Greene to fill the remaining term of June 2027 to the Planning

Commission.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Old Business

2" Reading of Ordinance #2025-13 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport

Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance #2025-13 Budget Amendment for the City of
Newport.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 2™
Reading of Ordinance #2025-13 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport.

Roll Call
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye
All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

2" Reading of Ordinance #2025-14 Budget Amendment for the Newport Grammar School

Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance #2025-14 Budget Amendment for the
Newport Grammar School.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve 2™
Reading of Ordinance #2025-14 Budget Amendment for the Newport Grammar School.

Roll Call

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

2 Reading of Ordinance # 2025-15 Amending Title 8 Alcoholic Beverages, Chapter 4
Permits, Adding Section 4-413, Golf Course Regulations

Consideration of 2" Reading of Ordinance # 2025-15 Amending Title 8 Alcoholic
Beverages, Chapter 4 Permits, Adding Section 4-413, Golf Course Regulations.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve 2" Reading
of Ordinance # 2025-15 Amending Title 8 Alcoholic Beverages, Chapter 4 Permits, Adding
Section 4-413, Golf Course Regulations.

Roll Call
Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye



Vice Mayor Ball Aye
All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2025-15 Plan of Service for West Hishway 25/70

Consideration of Resolution #2025-15 Plan of Service for West Highway 25/70. A
request for annexation of a lot on 25/70 has been submitted. The plan of service was reviewed
and recommended for approval by the planning commission in their August meeting. The parcel
is slated for mixed use development.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve
Resolution #2025-15 Plan of Service for West Highway 25/70.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.
New Business

Resolution #2025- 17 Driver’s Safety Grant

Consideration of Resolution #2025- 17 Driver’s Safety Grant. This is an annual grant the
city applies for through Public Entity Partners.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Resolution #2025-17 Driver’s Safety Grant.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2025-18 Plan of Service for West Higshway 25/70 Tax Map 046 098.00

Consideration of Resolution #2025-18 Plan of Service for West Highway 25/70 Tax Map
046 098.00. A new annexation request has been made along W 25/70. This is the old Woodzo
Drive in Theater lot. Junior Hommel owner, has requested the annexation. This is a review of
the plan of service with a vote to pass it forward to December for a public hearing. Staff and
Newport Regional Planning Commission recommend approval and a forward vote.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Vice Mayor Ball, to approve
Resolution #2025-18 Plan of Service for West Highway 25/70 Tax Map 046 098.00.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2025-19 Abandon and Closure of Alley Off L.akeview Street

Consideration of Resolution #2025-19 Abandon and Closure of Alley Off Lakeview
Street. A replat of the EIm Hill Manor Property off Riverview Street has been proposed and
reviewed by the Newport Regional Planning Commission and was subsequently granted



conditional approval. Full approval depends on the requested alley closure of a right-of-way off
Lakeview Street that the lot where the EIm Hill Manor sits uses as a private drive. The request is
to close the alley and quit claim the property to the lot that uses it as a drive. The owners of the
Bell South lot to the east of the proposed closure were sent correspondence requesting a response
if there was objection. Nothing has been received from them. Staff recommendation and
planning commission recommendation is to close the alley and quit claim to the larger lot for the
upcoming sale of the properties.

Motion by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve Resolution
#2025-19 Abandon and Closure of Alley Off Lakeview Street.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Resolution #2025-20 Accepting Governor’s Response and Recovery Funds for Park to
Float

Consideration of Resolution #2025-20 Accepting Governor’s Response and Recovery
Funds for Park to Float. The Governor’s Response and Recovery Fund was created earlier this
year to address the need in communities affected by Hurricane Helene. An RFP was sent out this
summer for proposals of funding for nonprofits, for profit businesses and local governments.
Newport was one of only two local governments to receive funding and the only municipality.
The total amount awarded is $211,376.25 and it is earmarked for rebuilding the park to float
facility. Recommend approval to accept funding.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve
Resolution #2025-20 Accepting Governor’s Response and Recovery Funds for Park to Float.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Closing Main Street for Boo Bash

Consideration of Closing Main Street for Boo Bash. Boo Bash is on October 28" from
5:00-8:00 pm. Additional streets need to be closed off for the safety of event attendees. The
streets to be closed are Court Avenue, McSween Avenue and a portion of Main Street from 4:00
pm-8:30 pm. The section of Main Street at US Bank will close at 5:00 pm, after the bank is
officially closed.

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve closing
Court Avenue, McSween Avenue and a portion of Main Street from 4:00pm-8:30pm. for Boo
Bash.

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.



Bids

Bids for a Ladder Truck for the Fire Department

Consideration of Bids for a Ladder Truck for the Fire Department. Fire Chief Jeremy
Shelton asked to replace a 32 year old ladder truck with an E-ONE Typhoon HP100 Platform in
the amount of $2,315,500 from Safe Industries through Sourcewell. It will take four years to
build but no payment until it is delivered. Station 2 will have to add two bays to the building for
this truck. Ms. Matthews stated the lease would need to be bid out.

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger to approve the Bid
for an E-ONE Typhoon HP100 Platform in the amount of $2,315,500 from Safe Industries
through Sourcewell.

Roll Call

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye
Alderman Ragan Aye
Vice Mayor Ball Aye

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved.

Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion
was made by Vice Mayor Ball and second by Alderwoman Ottinger adjourned the meeting.

Mayor Roland Dykes, III

James Finchum, City Administrator

RET



