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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 

REGULAR SESSION 

September 9, 2025 
 

September 9, 2025 

 

The City of Newport Board of Mayor and Aldermen met in the Newport City Hall 

Council Chambers on Tuesday, September 9, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in Regular Session. 

 

 Alderman Ragan led the invocation.  Alderman Hansel led the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag of the United States of America.  

 

The following officials were present:  Mayor Roland Dykes, III, Alderman Mike Hansel, 

Alderwoman Louanna Ottinger, Alderman Randy Ragan, City Administrator James Finchum and 

City Attorney Terry Hurst.  

 

The following officials were not present: Vice Mayor Connie Ball and Alderman Steve 

Smith. 

 

Mayor Dykes declared a Quorum. 

 

Minutes 

 

August 12, 2025 Regular Session  

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, for minutes of the 

August 12, 2025 Regular Session to be approved as submitted. 

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Communications from the City Administrator  

 

City Administrator James Finchum informed the Board of the request to postpone the two 

(2) zoning ordinances until next month.   

Mr. Finchum announced the Farmer’s Market last scheduled day of the season is 

September 27th.  The Farmer’s Market will be participating in the Street Festival this year on 

October 4th.  Mr. Finchum stated he has received positive feedback from the market and hopes to 

make it better next year.  Mr. Finchum stated the city has been awarded money to build a 

pavilion for the market that will be located at the old Police Department as soon as the building 

is torn down waiting on TEMA.   
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Mayor Dykes stated he has received a resignation letter from Jim McSween resigning 

from the Planning Commission.   

 

New Business  

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-13 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-13 Budget Amendment for the City of 

Newport.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 1st Reading 

of Ordinance #2025-13 Budget Amendment for the City of Newport.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel  Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-14 Budget Amendment for the Newport Grammar School 

 

 Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance #2025-14 Budget Amendment for the 

Newport Grammar School.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #2025-14 Budget Amendment for the Newport Grammar School.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel  Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

1st Reading of Ordinance # 2025- 15 Amending Title 8 Alcoholic Beverages, Chapter 4 

Permits, Adding Section 4-413, Golf Course Regulations  

 

Consideration of 1st Reading of Ordinance # 2025- 15 Amending Title 8 Alcoholic 

Beverages, Chapter 4 Permits, Adding Section 4-413, Golf Course Regulations.   

 

Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve 1st Reading 

of Ordinance # 2025- 15 Amending Title 8 Alcoholic Beverages, Chapter 4 Permits, Adding 

Section 4-413, Golf Course Regulations.  
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Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel  Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Resolution #2025-15 Plan of Service for West Highway 25/70 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-15 Plan of Service for West Highway 25/70.  A 

request for annexation of a lot on 25/70 has been submitted. The plan of service was reviewed 

and recommended for approval by the planning commission in their August meeting. The parcel 

is slated for mixed use development. Request is to vote to call for a public hearing on the 

annexation in October. 

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 

Resolution #2025-15 Plan of Service for West Highway 25/70.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel  Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Resolution #2025-16 Adopting the 2025-2030 County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 

 Consideration of Resolution #2025-16 Adopting the 2025-2030 County Natural Hazard 

Mitigation Plan.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve Resolution 

#2025-16 Adopting the 2025-2030 County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel  Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Authorizing Parks & Rec to Update the Grant Record for the Original RTP Grant Utilized 

to Construct Park to Float and to Receive Funding for the Reconstruction of Park to Float 

 

 Consideration of Authorizing Parks & Rec to Update the Grant Record for the Original 

RTP Grant Utilized to Construct Park to Float and to Receive Funding for the Reconstruction of 
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Park to Float.  The Newport Parks & Rec Department would like to accept the Recreational 

Trails Program (RTP) in the amount of $392,000.  This will fund the Park to Float project.  The 

total for this project would be $490,000 with the RTP funding of $392,000 and the city match 

$98,000.   

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 

Authorizing Parks & Rec to Update the Grant Record for the Original RTP Grant Utilized to 

Construct Park to Float and to Receive Funding for the Reconstruction of Park to Float.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Authorization of Mural at 119 McSween Avenue 

 

 Consideration of Authorization of Mural at 119 McSween Avenue. Gary Carver stated 

this mural will be part of the Shine On event that will be unveiled September 26th.  

 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Hansel, to approve 

Authorization of Mural at 119 McSween Avenue.   

  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Authorization of Utilizing City Property and Closure of McSween Avenue for Shine On, 

Newport Event Hosted by the Newport Main Street Association 

 

 Consideration of Authorization of Utilizing City Property and Closure of McSween 

Avenue for Shine On, Newport Event Hosted by the Newport Main Street Association.  Mr. 

Carver asked that the Newport Main Street Association be allowed to use city property behind 

city hall, riverwalk, 330 & 330 East Main for parking, 404 East Main for placement of tent, and 

closure of McSween Avenue for artisan display for the September 26th Shine On event for the 

anniversary of Helene flood.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Ragan and second by Alderwoman Ottinger, to approve 

Authorization of Utilizing City Property and Closure of McSween Avenue for Shine On, 

Newport Event Hosted by the Newport Main Street Association.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Authorization of Closing McSween Avenue for 2nd Annual Trunk or Treat for Cocke 

County Sheriff’s Office 

 

 Consideration of Authorization of Closing McSween Avenue for 2nd Annual Trunk or 

Treat on October 28th for Cocke County Sheriff’s Office.   

 



5 
 

 Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Ragan, to approve 

Authorization of Closing McSween Avenue for 2nd Annual Trunk or Treat on October 28th for 

Cocke County Sheriff’s Office.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Bids  

 

Bids for a Patrol Vehicle for the Police Department 

 

 Consideration of Bids for a Patrol Vehicle for the Police Department.  Chief of Police 

Scott Lamb requested to purchase a 2025 Ford Police Interceptor from Ford of Murfreesboro in 

the amount of $45,655, equipment from Dana Safety in the amount of $ 15,428.28 and lettering 

from Rocky Top Graphix in the amount of $ 675 for a total price of $61,758.28.   

 

 Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderman Ragan to approve the Bid for a 

Patrol Vehicle for a 2025 Ford Police Interceptor from Ford of Murfreesboro in the amount of 

$45,655, equipment from Danna Safety in the amount of $ 15,428.28 and lettering from Rocky 

Top Graphix in the amount of $ 675 for a total price of $61,758.28.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel  Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

Citizens Comments  

 

 Phil Bohn complained about Newport Utilities clearing right of way power lines on his 

property.  Mayor Dykes told him the city has nothing to do with this matter, that he needed to 

speak with Newport Utilities Board of Directors.   

Rick Denuer told the Board he has had the same experience as Mr. Bohn with no help.  

Mayor Dykes again explained the city has nothing to do with this matter.   

Stella Dalton complained about the Senor Citizens Center at the Tanner Building about 

the building not being handicapped acceptable.  Monnica Hommel stated that she has been 

working on getting these issues resolved. 

Debbie Carter complained about not having enough space at the Tanner Building for the 

Senior Citizens.   

Another lady, who did not state her name, complained that the Senior Citizens had the 

bottom of the Tanner Building until it was taken away from them after the Welcome Center 

opened and the Newport Police Department moved in after the flood.   

Dr. Kenn Johnson stated he was happy with the improvements that the community center 

has made to the community.  Dr. Johnson talked about the activities for aging to continue for 

seniors.   
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Community Development Director Gary Carver stated there is an investor that wants to 

purchase property downtown but needs the dilapidated buildings torn down prior to purchase.  

Aaron McMahns stated they are in a time crunch and needed this agreement to be voted on due 

to Ms. Woo will not extend the contract.    Mr. Carver asked the city to subsidize the dilapidated 

buildings by appropriate $400,000 for the demolition.  Mr. Carver stated the money can run 

through the IDB for $100,000 per structure.  The property owner will sign an agreement with the 

city that states if he doesn’t do what is asked of him, the property will revert to the city.  Mr. 

Finchum stated the city has been in discussion of the appropriate action for a while. Mr. Finchum 

stated, for Finance Director Tina Matthews to feel comfortable about this progress to ask 

Attorney Jeff Greene to oversee this agreement.   

 

Mr. Carver asked to suspend the rules and add to the agenda appropriate $400,000 for 

demo for buildings downtown.  

  

Motion by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Hansel to suspend the 

rules and add to the agenda appropriation of $400,000 for demo for buildings downtown.   

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

 

Motion by Alderman Hansel and second by Alderwoman Ottinger to approve 

appropriating $400,000 to demo buildings downtown with Mayor Dykes signing the final 

agreement on each building.   

 

Roll Call 

Alderman Hansel  Aye  

Alderwoman Ottinger Aye  

Alderman Ragan Aye  

 

All Ayes- Mayor Dykes declared the motion passed and approved. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Board of Mayor & Alderman, motion 

was made by Alderwoman Ottinger and second by Alderman Hansel adjourned the meeting. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Roland Dykes, III  

 

_____________________________________ 

James Finchum, City Administrator 

 

RET 


